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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IS COMMUNICATION 
by Lester C. Rampley 





Uhitilen ‘ 
scot 


Here are children's records you've waited for . . . songs 
that can be used with the Kindergarten curriculum or at 
home . . . 40 songs especially prepared by your brother- 
hood publishing house for 3- to 6-year-olds. Many are 
original songs written for this series. Some are old favor- 
ites children love. Every church school kindergarten can 
use HOME AND CHURCH SONGS effectively; at home, 
preschool children will be fascinated by them and play 
them again and again. Children like music; they enjoy 
singing and acting out these songs and will develop pat- 
terns of behavior, learn Christian principles, while singing. 
Songs are on God's love, the seasons, Jesus, and familiar 
everyday things. 





* 
Three records with singing games, songs about the 
child and otbers, the church, Jesus, and Gadi world. 


Commons, 1998, Tee Berane Passe 





HOME AND CHURCH SONGS RECORD ALBUM: Three 45 r.p.m. 
extended-play, nonbreakable vinylite records—more than 35 minutes 
of music—with the songs sung by a soprano and a tenor with simple 
piano arrangement. Each song is sung distinctly and followed by 
piano alone so children can learn by singing. $2.95 


HOME AND CHURCH SONGBOOK: The music, for piano and sing- 
ing, and all verses of the songs on the records plus 22 other songs 
from the curriculum in an attractive 64-page, two-color illustrated 
book that fits inside the record album. 65 cents 


HOME AND CHURCH SONGS—RECORD ALBUM AND SONGBOOK, $3.45 


50 cents 





marching. $3.00 





Geneva Records 


Graded albums, four 78 r.p.m. 7” nonbreakable records in each, for 
children at home and in church school. 
For 3-, 4- and 5-year-olds: 
HOLIDAYS—album of songs, on Christmas, New Year's, Easter, 
Thanksgiving, etc. 
MY FAMILY—album of songs on My House, In the Morning, In 
the Evening, Pets, Going with the Family, etc. 
For 6-, 7- and 8-year-olds: 


THROUGH THE YEAR—album of songs on the four seasons. 


THE WORLD | LIVE IN—album of songs on creation, beauty, 
order, life. 


$2.75 for each album of four records 


Nursery Songs and Rhythms 


BOOK: A colorful, 32-page, illustrated book of nearly 50 simple songs, rhythms and rhythm plays 
for the two- and three-year-olds to learn at church school and at home. The songs are centered around 
our church, Jesus, God's love and care, friends, families and everyday things. Some of the titles are 
“Your Turn, Then Mine,’ “‘Put the Toys Away,’ ‘Birthday Prayer,’’ ‘‘Jesus, the Children's Friend,"’ etc. 


RECORD AND BOOK: A 33 1/3 r.p.m. long-play record with 25 songs, by three soloists. Teaches 
songs about God's care, Jesus, church, families, growing and rhythms about sleeping, walking and 


Sing, O Sing Album 


For kindergarten children, an album of 33 songs to enrich Christian 
experience in church school or at home. Three records have songs 
suited to use with Sunday morning materials; one features singing 
games and rhythmic activities; one contains listening music. Five 78 
r.p.m. 6” vinylite records. $2.95 


White for information on 


other recordings ! 
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REASSURANCE 
by Mary E. Linton 


Deep in the earth, quiet and 
frozen now, 

Another Spring is waiting rev- 
eille; 

Far-reaching roots send signals 
to the bough, 


Yet no apparent stirring in the 
tree. 


How can we know, but know we 
always do, 

that blossoms will return to this 
bare limb, 

That Life completes the cycle, 
follows through, 

And flows again where Winter’s 
hold was grim. 


Oh, we could dig the frozen earth 
and find 

No indication—cut bare twigs 
apart— 

All desolation Life has left be- 
hind— 

And yet renewal stirs in our own 
heart. 


Knowing the same warm current 
rules all life, 


We put away the spade, the prob- 
ing knife. 


From ‘‘Kansas City Star’’ 
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LTHOUGH the field of Christian education is 
by no means new, the science of Christian 
education can be said to be a product of this cen- 
tury. 

Christian education is as old as Jesus Christ 
himself. All of us are familiar with the New 
Testament accounts of the ways in which he 
taught. He, who was consistently called by his 
contemporaries by the name of teacher, had no 
formal classroom in which to organize and ex- 
ecute his teaching procedures, yet few educators 
today will deny that the insight and authority 
with which he communicated were the most potent 
and penetrating which the world has ever known. 

We commonly date the Sunday school movement 
at 1780, with the work of Robert Raikes in Eng- 
land, and we know of the development of the Sun- 
day school movement all over the world during 
the nineteenth century. However, it wasn’t until 
1903 that a group of professional educators banded 
together in a professional way and dedicated them- 
selves to the task of examining and furthering 
effective educational procedures within the Chris- 
tian responsibility of communicating the Chris- 
tian faith. 

As a result of this kind of concern, colleges and 
seminaries instituted courses in the art of Chris- 
tian education and began to award degrees in- 
tended to indicate proficiency in this art. 

We who labor in this area today believe we find 
the basic patterns for our work in the life and 
work of Jesus, the master teacher. But, knowing 
that we are men and not endowed with the in- 
herent authority of this one whom we regard as 
the Christ through his divine nature, we seek the 
best data for our science from all appropriate 
sources. 

Therefore, we seek to relate to and keep abreast 
with, as well as contribute to the disciplines of 
theology, sociology, philosophy, psychology, biol- 
ogy, especially genetics, and of course to the Bibli- 
cal and historical studies. By its very nature, 


Christian education is compelled to communicate 
something, else it has no justification for existence 
whatsoever. 
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But the science to which I refer, is centered 
upon the skill or art of communication, and few 
there be, if any, I dare say, that would attempt 
to justify the confinement of wisdom or truth to 
any one person or to any group of persons. Once 
this premise is accepted, we are then plunged head- 
long into the science of communication, or educa- 
tion as it is commonly known. 

Simply stated, Christian education is the task 
of communicating the Christian faith. This sounds 
a little too simple because all of us know that to 
communicate an intangible belief in an invisible 
God so that it has sufficient meaning to effect a 
somewhat similar, though private, belief in an- 
other person is not a simple task. 

Communication always involves a communicatee 
as well as a communicator, and to effect communi- 
cation there must be meaningful interchange be- 
tween these two. I suspect that many could sub- 
stantiate the opinion that the most earnest testi- 
mony to the Christian faith, and sometimes even 
the most eloquent kerygmatic efforts, fails at mean- 
ingful conveyance. Communicating the Christian 
faith is a baffling and bewildering task which 
taxes our minds, our hearts, our spirits—and 
sometimes our patience and our larynx—to their 
most hardy endurance. 

But the committed Christian cannot become 
weary with well-doing; he cannot even become 
weary with poor-doing; for the heart of the Chris- 
tian gospel catapults us on to the task of going, 
teaching, and making disciples, even in the face 
of despairing obstacles. The motivation for our 
task always has its well-springs in the vitality of 
our own Christian faith. 

The science of Christian education, however, 
has been affirmed to be concerned with the art of 
communication. In other words, it is methodologi- 
cal. 

A little more than a decade or so ago, with 
the influence of neo-orthodoxy in theological cir- 
cles, there was quite a flutter among Christian 
educators in search for a theology for Christian 
education. I think we’re past the frantic at- 
tempt to discover and formulate a theology for 
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by Lester Claude Ramp 





all the academic disciplines within Christendom. 
Let me say at the same time that this does not 
minimize or deprecate the place of theological 
construction and pursuit. 

Christian education concerns itself with methods 
of meaningful communication of the Christian 
faith and can be utilized in theological construc- 
tion, but is not to be confused as the same disci- 
pline. 

This does not make Christian education less 
important than any other discipline, for the best 
of scholarship in any field is worthful only as it 
takes root and has meaning in the lives of others. 

This art, which we have called the communi- 
cation of the Christian faith, then is centered on 
persons. All of us recognize an historic Christian 
faith. In this somewhat ambiguous phrase we 
can include many central affirmations of the faith 
such as God is Spirit, Jesus Christ as Son of God 
and Savior of the World, the Concept of Agape 
as self-giving love, and the concept of man as 
alienated being who stands in need of reconcilia- 
tion. You might want to add additional ones. 

My concern at this point is the recognition that 
there is a universal aspect of the Christian faith 
which has persisted through the centuries, bind- 
ing all who bear the name Christian together in 
a kindred fellowship. However, the fact of God’s 
continuing creation reminds us that as particular 
sons of God, we are individuals with private quali- 
ties, individual differences, and a personal Spirit, 
not possessed by any other member of our species. 

Therefore, while we can share one another’s 
feelings and thoughts, sometimes in a very inti- 
mate way, we can never become another person 
nor can another person become us. My purpose 
here, however, is not to expound the sacredness of 
human personality, but rather to remind you of 
the individuality of each human spirit. 





Lester Claude Rampley is assistant professor of 
applied Christianity at The Divinity School of 
Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa. This article 
is from an address delivered at the time of Mr. 
Rampley’s installation October 19, 1959. 
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This fact becomes cogent evidence that com- 
munication of a meaningful human faith, which 
leads to purposeful commitment, must take into 
account the level of comprehension, ability, and 
understanding of the persons involved in the com- 
munication process. 

Remembering this seems important for two rea- 
sons. First, it reminds us that because of the pri- 
vate quality of Christian faith, no one can give, 
or transmit, or communicate his faith to another. 
He may testify to it and describe it as articulately 
as he can to another, but in the final analysis, the 
communicatee must affirm with meaning and for 
himself, ‘Lord, I believe.” 

In a very real sense then, communicating the 
Christian faith becomes a process by which we 
who already believe, can help another develop his 
own belief. 

Second, remembering that it is the person who 
comes to have faith brings some order out of the 
confusion in the area of Christian education to- 
day. I refer to the theories of my esteemed col- 
league at Yale whose work I highly respect who 
propounds the theory that the “curriculum for 
Christian education is the result of the grace-faith 
relationship,” and that Christian education is cen- 
tered on God. 

It is my contention that since it is man who 
possesses faith in God, it is God who is the center 
of the educative process. It seems obvious that 
God does not stand in need of faith in himself nor 
in need of education. 

The primary sourcebook for Christian educa- 
tion is the Bible. It contains the record of God’s 
supreme revelation in his Son, Jesus Christ, as 
well as the account of many people who worshiped 
the one God and who sought to orient their lives 
around his will. 

During and after the time of Christ, we like- 
wise have the records of individuals and groups 
who worshiped God and sought to serve him 
through commitment to his Son, Jesus Christ. 
Occasionally, when people observe the attention we 
educators give to secondary materials—curriculum 
(Continued on page 18.) 
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Faith, Alone, 
Not Enough 


by George A. Jacobs 


Minister, First Christian Church 
Honolulu, Hawaii 


ECENTLY, a young lady “visited’’ our church 
R one Sunday morning. We learned that she 
was the daughter of one of our ministers on the 
mainland, and had come to live and work in 
Hawaii. We also learned that she had been in 
Honolulu for over two months and this was the 
first contact with the Christian Church. 

Upon a visit by the pastor, it was learned that 
she would continue to visit, ‘‘shop,” as she called 
it, to see how other churches worshiped. This is 
not an isolated case, but only a vivid example of 


A Fath 
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what is happening to many church folks “Just 
so we go to church” seems to be the thinking. 
Preachers, teachers and witnesses of the Dis- 
ciples of Christ have a very special mission in our 
world today. We are people “of the Book” whose 
faith centers in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 
It doesn’t seem to me that it is a compliment to 
us to be as broad as Look Magazine says we are. 


Jesus said: “Strait is the gate and narrow is 
the way, which leadeth unto life and few there be 
that find it.” That is a part of our faith and not 
“all” churches teach that. We need to insist that 
our people seek out our churches when they move, 
when they are on vacation, and when they are 
traveling. 


Our beginnings in the early nineteenth century 
pete “evangelism” as well as “unity” and 
when We cease to be evangelistic, we are through 
and there will be no need for unity. We need to 
preach “Repentance and Conversion” which brings 
forth the “fruit” (works, as James calls it). 


Personally, I’m concerned that our brotherhood 
emphasis on stewardship is putting the cart before 
the horse. Un-repentant and un-converted stew- 
ards will never out-live and out-love “born again” 
Christians—and if that term has to be explained, 
read John 8. 

I’d like to see our faith produce more works. I’d 
like to see the Disciples of Christ preach and live 
our faith, even as Jesus proclaimed in Luke 4:18, 
19. If we believe that we are a called people to 
bear testimony of a crucified and risen Savior who 
motivates our lives, let’s go all the way! Let us 
willingly make the sacrifices and win souls by con- 
verting sinners to Jesus Christ. 

Unless men and women see that we really mean 
business, they aren’t much impressed. Sure, some 
say, one church is just as good as another as long 
as they are respectable and tolerant and friendly. 
In our beginnings we, like Christ, were a “rock of 
offense’ to many people, but they were chalienged 
to search the Scriptures and found us to be true 
to the Word, faithful in our obedience to Christ and 
winning souls to the Kingdom. Faith, alone, is 
not enough. 

I ran across a word in another magazine (Moody 
Monthly) the other day that we need to think on. 
That word is “usable.” Pray God to make each 
one of us USABLE in His kingdom daily. The fruits 
will come. 

Our church members will seek out our churches 
wherever they go, working for Christ in their new 
location and once again we will be the fastest- 
growing group of Christians in the world! 
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Editorials 





Bingo! Diadem! 
BAYAMON, PUERTO Rico—Michael Saenz 
and the editor were driving through the 
suburbs of Bayamon, itself a thriving in- 


dustrial city in the metropolitan San Juan 
area, looking at churches. 


Our attention was caught by a large and 
impressive building on top of a hill. There 
were no signs to indicate that it was a 
church. But there was a large electric sign 
atop the building. BINGO! 


Without meaning this to be a discussion of 
the faith which so many millions profess, 
it is the impression of the Roman Catholic 
Church that we must carry away from Puerto 
Rico. We were told that Roman Catholics 
living near one such church urged the priest 
in charge to discontinue the games because 
of the noise and general rowdiness which 
accompany the weekly affairs. He said that 
he must refuse to grant their wish because 
he could not do without the money. 

DIADEM! How would you like to be 
awakened at four A.M. on a convention morn- 
ing by a choir singing ‘All Hail the Power 
of Jesus’ Name”? This was our experience, 
shocking for a moment, but spine-tingling 
and memorable. And they sang to the glo- 
rious tune, Diadem. In addition to the in- 
spiration of the moment, it took us back to 
our last pastorate, and Jack Smith, that 
wonderful singing Welshman, who taught 
our congregation to sing Diadem so well 
that Bill Medkeff, another great soul, could 
sing the bass by memory although he was 
not a musician. 

This is the spirit of the Puerto Rico Dis- 
ciples. If you think that some congregation 
you know, perhaps your own, is particularly 
friendly, you ought to meet a really friendly 
group of Christians once—like those at the 
52nd annual convention of our churches in 
Puerto Rico. 

In contrast to the first church pictured in 
this statement, our churches present a simple 
cross-crowned facade with a modest sign: 
“Iglesia Cristiana (Discipulos de Christo).” 
On the bulletin board of the church in the 
Calle de Comerio where the convention met 
there was the line: Solo Cristi Salvo, Amigo. 
With a little knowledge of Latin and French, 
we would judge this Spanish phrase to mean, 
“Salvation is through Christ alone, brother.” 
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The public cannot escape seeing this. 

If one has not had the experience for some 
time, it is surprising how much one under- 
stands of a program without knowing the 
language. Our minds went back to six won- 
derful weeks in Hungary, years ago, when we 
worshiped weekly with those whose tongue 
was completely foreign to our experience. 

This being the case, we recognized one 
knotty problem in a business session im- 
mediately. A sincere brother was making 
an impassioned plea. When we asked a 
bilingual friend what the point was, we were 
correct. He was saying that the officers 
and general board made all the decisions 
and that there was no use for those assem- 
bled there to vote since it would mean noth- 
ing. Give the convention back to the people! 

Our erstwhile student in Lexington days, 
Miguel Morales, was an efficient president. So 
were the others who conducted business ses- 
sions and gave addresses. One hesitates to 
name some and omit others. It seemed to 
us that the sermon of well-loved Carmelo 
Alvarez Perez brought the greatest response 
from the Convention. Surely the host pas- 
tor, Florentina Santana, did his work like the 
qualified administrator that he is. This sum- 
mer he will join the Billy Graham team for 
a short tour. He will do us credit. 

The new president, Juan Figueroa, min- 
ister in Villa Nevarez, Edmundo Jordan, 
parliamentarian, Pedro J. Martinez, secretary, 
Mr. Juaquin Vargas, who studied at The 
Divinity School at Drake University, and 
many more, worked hard to make the con- 
vention a success. 


The massed choir was inspiring. We ought 
to have the beautiful convention hymn, Mas 
Que Vencer, translated into other languages. 
Bayamon Central, Manati, Catano, Hato Tejas 
and the host church choirs sang. 

Journalists were there. Miguel Hernandez, 
a professional, worked hard to get out the 
very attractive convention Daily, Hl Discip- 
ulo, along with Fernando Rivera from New 
York, Mrs. Ida Weill, once from the Bronx, 
New York, and English pupil of our Bronx 
landlady, and others. 

What the Carpenters and the Mortons 
carried on so well, the Saenz and Liggett 
families are continuing as our servants under 
The United Christian Missionary Society. 
More must be said in a: future column. 
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HAT our brotherhood 
W needs is a loyal opposi- 
tion! We need a group of men- 
tally restless people who are will- 
ing and able to disagree. If we 
do not have it, though we appear 
to grow large and prosperous, 
yet we may lack the _ inner 
health which makes a large body 
a strong one. 


I rose to the floor of the In- 
ternational Convention assembly 
to speak in behalf of an issue 
of serious concern to me. I 
took a point of view contrary to 
that of the Committee on Recom- 
mendations, and the presiding 
officer was impatient. 

“Thirty seconds!” he de- 
manded. His job was to get the 
meeting adjourned at a proper 
hour. Needless to say, debate 
was at a minimum. My proposi- 
tion lost overwhelmingly. 

I watched thereafter as other 
matters were brought before the 
convention for discussion. It 
was impossible to discuss them 
on the convention assembly fioor. 
In effect, the Committee on Rec- 
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ommendations had become the 
final tribunal on most matters. 
If this condition is generally the 
case, then it may be that a loyal 
opposition is needed in that 
body, and much more general 
access to its proceedings should 
be allowed. 

Many voluntary organizations 
—churches, fraternal clubs, as- 
sociations to heal society’s ills— 
make a sin of “dissent.” They 
feel they are compelled to do 
this in order to exist. The very 
life of voluntary organizations 
seemingly depends on the volun- 
tary decisions of their members 
to go in whatever direction the 
organization is going at the 
time in question. 

So, dissent is sin. It is sin be- 
cause it disrupts “internal har- 
mony.” It arouses questions 
about the competency of the 
leadership. It interrupts process- 
es by which goals are realized. 
It foments strife. “Blessed are 
the peacemakers,” is the un- 
spoken slogan and a dissenter is 








mvc c Rinles Lord 


_ Mis, ton Cur 
Villa Park, tlinois 


regarded as merely a _ trouble- 
maker. Open the doors and let 
him out, it is said. 

And yet dissent is the one ele- 
ment which an organization dare 
not forego, if it wishes to func- 
tion democratically. Individuals 
are slow enough to allow self- 
criticism to come to the fore of 
their private consciousness. Or- 
ganizations, on the other hand, 
tend to wear a cloak of total 
goodness. ‘‘We do it for the sake 
of Kiwanis.” ‘We do it for dear 
old alma mater.” “We do it for 
our great brotherhood.” Organ- 
izations are largely regarded as 
above criticism. This is unfortu- 
nate. 

A great organization without 
critics would be like the Old 
Testament nation without proph- 
ets. We hate the critics, and 
wish to silence them; but God 
loves and sometimes uses them. 

In the brotherhood of Chris- 
tian Churches (Disciples. of 
Christ) we are especially CRITI- 
CISM SHY. In recent years a 
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large group of severe critics 
violently disrupted our internal 
harmony by seemingly arrogant, 
harsh and condemning judg- 
ments. 


They have presented what ap- 
peared to be ultimatums—the 
brotherhood would go their way 
or they would depart from the 
brotherhood. It appears that 
they now have largely departed, 
and the brotherhood is settling 
down to a desired harmonious 
condition. But another problem 
is in evidence—due in part to 
this experience. Nowadays any- 
one who disagrees may find him- 
self dealt with out of the condi- 
tioned responses built up to 
handle this dissident departing 
group. 

We need a loyal opposition. 
We need channels and patterns 
of dissent or the health of our 
growing body of Christian people 
is in peril. We need arenas 
where these matters of conse- 
quence may be publicly debated. 
I think-that this should and can 
come about. 

A loyal opposition is not out 
of order in the brotherhood. Its 
attitude should be: These are 
our people, and we belong among 
them. When we feel their at- 
titudes and directions are wrong, 
then we must speak up plainly 
and clearly. We must make our- 
selves heard. But if we are un- 
successful in our witness, we 
shall still be one of them, work- 
ing with them, contributing to 
common goals. 

A loyal opposition may now be 
able to contribute more to 
brotherhood life than ever be- 
fore. With the development of 
the Council of Agencies, and the 
ability of our agencies to work 
more closely together, the dan- 
ger of inter-agency rivalry would 
appear to be reduced. This lets 
our national attention as a peo- 
ple shift to other matters of mo- 
ment. 

Can we not now debate such 
questions as: What has Biblical 
study shown about Christian 
Church organization and _ doc- 
trine? What have we now to 
contribute to Christian unity? 
How can we gain mature respect 
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The Tyranny of Things 








Following is from a prayer 
offered by Frederick Brown 
Harris as the 1960 session of 
the 86th Congress was con- 
vened January 6. 


=A 


“i it a am 


UR Father God, with a new year’s beginning, as the gavel 

falls again in this historic Chamber, even before we talk to 
one another about the Nation’s welfare we would turn to Thee, O 
Thou God of our salvation—Thou who art greater and higher 
and deeper and more paramount than the sum of all other facts 
concerning our universe. 

We would with reverence climb the stairs of this altar of 
prayer our fathers built so long ago. A nation needs to pray 
for things it has—for things it has not earned—for gifts from 
men now dead. A nation needs to pray in humility. We see that 
greatness is not measured by industrial grandeur, nor by any 
other things that man may proudly say were made by mind or 
hand. 

And so we pray to be delivered from the tyranny of things. 
We pray that no cherished resentment, no camouflaged selfish- 
ness, no small loyalties, no ingrained prejudice, may choke and 
clog the channels of public service. Take Thou the dimness of 
our souls away. Enlarge our spirits. Stretch out our horizons 
to meet and match the stupendous dimensions of these epic days. 


AMEN 





for other churches? Would a some. other’ regular forums 


brief summary of our faith be 
helpful for worship and evange- 
lism? How do we keep the 
“world” out of the ‘church’? 
How do we get the gospel into 
society? What shall we tell our 
youth they should look for in 
their life’s vocation? 

It is not a sin to dissent, if 
the dissenter has love for the 
total family, and intends to 
stay with it and share in 
family goals. It is a 
goal devoutly to be 
desired that our 
conventions— 
state and «4 
interna- 
tional € 
—or 













among our people, may fulfill not 
only the functions of sales meet- 
ings, as significant as these are; 
but may offer opportunities for 
discussion such as those found in 
the old town meetings. 
In the meantime, it is the duty 
of all who dissent so to demon- 
strate the loyalty of their op- 
position, that those who are 
leaders among our people 
will know they have 
nothing to fear from 
such dissent, or at 
least not as much 
as they might 
fear from too 
superficial 





NEWS 


SA SET SE 
@ Bishop Otto Dibelius 
Defies Red Threats 


BERLIN—Bishop Otto Dibelius of 
Berlin, chairman of the Council of 
the Evangelical Church in Germany, 
defied Communist threats of arrest 
by driving into East Berlin. 

His action came only shortly after 
the East Berlin prosecutor had an- 
nounced that preparations were be- 
ing made to try him on charges of 
advocating disobedience to the East 
German state. 

The charges arose from a booklet 
in which Bishop Dibelius claimed 
that neither the Soviet Zone gov- 
ernment nor any other totalitarian 
regime was a “supreme authority” 
to which Christians owed allegiance. 


New PCPA President 


Hor Srincs, Va.—A. J. Metzler of 
Scottsdale, Pa., publishing agent 
for the Mennonite Publishing 
House, was elected president of the 
Protestant Church-Owned Publishers 
Association at its annual meeting. 

Program chairman of the meeting 
was Stuart Johnston, a _ vice-presi- 
dent of the Christian Board of Pub- 
lication. 

Attending the meeting were rep- 
resentatives of 32 Protestant de- 
nominational publishing houses af- 
fillated with the association whose 
combined annual sales reach nearly 
$100,000,000. 


Construction Record 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Church con- 
struction opened 1960 with a new 
January record. New construction 
totaled $78,000,000, a slight seasonal 
decline from December but $5,000,- 
000 higher than the mark for Janu- 
ary, 1959. 


Refugee Year Stamp 
WORLD REFUGEE YEAR 


UNITED STATES POSTAGE |[C 


THIS 4-CENT STAMP commemorat- 
ing World Refugee Year will be 
placed on sale April 7 in Washing- 
ton, D. C., to promote its observance. 
The stamp dramatically symbolizes 
a family group facing down a long 
dark corridor of want and oppres- 
sion toward a new life. 
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Scout Meets Benson 


RONALD G. STEEN, 15, of Zions- 
ville, Ind., is shown with Secretary 
of Agriculture Ezra Taft Benson at 
ceremonies here at which Benson 
presented a “Conservation Citizen- 
ship Award” to the Boy Scouts of 
America in recognition of the work 
they have done for 50 years in pro- 
moting conservation of wildlife and 
natural resources. 

Ronald, an explorer scout of Eagle 
rank in Explorer post 355, sponsored 
by the First Christian Church in 
Zionsville, was chosen to represent 
all the Scouts of the state of In- 
diana at official ceremonies in 
Washington which marked the 50th 
anniversary of the Boy Scouts of 
America. 

Pastor of the Zionsville Church is 
Robert L. Howell. Ronald teaches 
a church school class. A basketball 
player, he plans a career in science. 
He has been awarded the coveted 
God and Country Award of the Boy 
Scouts. 


@ Senate Leaders Agree... 
Prayer Is Ordered 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—In an un- 
precedented action, the United 
States Senate ordered that the con- 
tinuous 24-hour marathon session 
on which it has entered while 
Southern members filibuster civil 
rights legislation shall be broken 
each noon to have Chaplain Frede- 
rick Brown Harris offer prayer. 

Under Senate rules, a prayer is 
offered at the beginning of each 
session, 
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World Council Chapel 


BuENos AIRES—Designs for a 
striking contemporary-style chapel 
that will be the central feature of 
the new $2,500,000 headquarters of 
the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva, Switzerland, were approved 
by the Council’s Executive Com- 
mittee at its semi-annual meeting 
here. 

Dominating the approaches to the 
new structure, the chapel will be 
above ground level. The square 
plan is set with an angle projecting 
outward from the lateral adminis- 
trative block. 


The chapel’s broad areas of glass 
and concrete are surmounted by a 
roof in shell concrete and raised 
upwards at each corner, the steep 
points suggesting dependence on 
God. This feature is related to the 
interior illumination and the chang- 
ing, reflected daylight. 


It was announced that the de- 
tails of the chapel, which will ac- 
commodate 400 persons, are still to 
be decided. 


W. A. Visser ‘t Hooft 
Is TV Art Critic 


NEW YORK Dr. W. A. Visser ’t 
Hooft, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, plays the part 
of art critic in the TV production 
“Rembrandt and the Gospel” which 
was presented on the NBC-TV net- 
work. 

He described the great Dutch 
master as the only truly Biblical 
painter. 

The program was based on Dr. 
Visser ’t Hooft’s book on Rembrandt. 

It was televised on “Frontiers of 
Faith,” an NBC Public Affairs pres- 
entation. 
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RELIGION AND LEARNING 


BostoN—Teachers in secular col- 
leges and universities can be a 
“menace” to learning and the Chris- 
tian faith if they assume religion 
and learning are necessarily incom- 
patible, a Presbyterian educator 
warned here. 

At the same time, Dr. Arthur G. 
Coons, president of Occidental Col- 
lege, Los Angeles, chided churches 
which he said have been guilty of 
“anti-intellectualism” because of a 
fear that too *“much_ knowledge 
might destroy religious faith. 


NEGRO CANDIDATE 


MONTGOMERY, ALA—A Negro 
clergyman has become the first 
member of his race ever to run for 
the Montgomery city-county Board 
of Education. Qualifying for the 
May 3 Democratic primary was 
Uriah J. Field. 

Former secretary of the Mont- 
gomery Improvement Assn., which 
spearheaded the 1956 Negro bus boy- 
cott here, he is pastor of Bell St. 
Baptist church, one of four churches 
bombed in 1957 during racial vio- 
lence which marked the end of 
legally enforced bus segregation. 


REFUGEES AIDED 


GENEvA—In 1959 the World Coun- 
cil of Churches’ Division of Inter- 
Church Aid and Service to Refugees 
resettled 11,729 refugees and mi- 
grants in 38 different countries. 

A WCC announcement here said 
that from 1948 through 1959, the 
agency found new homes for a 
total of 219,415 refugees in 78 
countries. 


EDUCATION INSTITUTE 


New YorK—The next World In- 
stitute on Christian Education will 
be held in or near Belfast, Ireland, 
in July, 1962, it was announced at 
the semi-annual meeting here of the 
World Council of Christian Educa- 
tion’s North American Committee. 

More than 200 Christian educa- 
tion leaders from 60 countries at- 
tended the last world institute at 
Kobe, Japan, in August, 1958. The 
institutes are sponsored by the 
WCCE, a federation of 59 co-oper- 
ative Christian education groups, 
which continues the work of the 
World’s Sunday School Association 
formed in 1907. 
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RELIGION AND SEX 


St. Louis, Mo.—Inclusion of sex 
instruction in religious education 
curricula was urged by a Christian 
educator here as a means of helping 
church young people mature in 
“knowledge and attitudes in such a 
manner that the sex life aspect of 
their total personality achieves 
maximum development.” 

William H. Genne, executive di- 
rector of the‘ National Council of 
Churches’ Department of Family 
Life, addressed an editors’ section 
of the NCC’s Division of Christian 
Educational annual meeting. He 
charged that the rebellion in youth 
today is rooted “in the belief that 
adults who professed Christianity 
have made such a mess not only 
of their sex life but also of many 
other aspects of their moral life.” 


THANKSGIVING 


DuBLIN—The County Galway 
Committee of Agriculture, prob- 
ably for the first time, gave thanks 


At Prayer Breakfast 


PRESIDENT EISENHOWER chats 
with some of the 400 government 
officials and Christian leaders at the 
eighth annual Prayer Breakfast in 
the nation’s Capital, marking the 
opening of the annual International 
Christian Leadership convention. At 
right next to the President is Judge 
Boyd Leedom, ICL president. 





to God when it presented its annual 
report on crop conditions in 1959. 
The report opened with the words, 
“Let us thank God for that wonder- 
ful year.” 


Scriptures to Olympic Athletes 


—RNS PHOTO 


SCRIPTURES in 38 languages were made available by the American Bible 
Society to participants in the 1960 Winter Olympic Games at Squaw Valley, 


Calif. 


Dean S. Collins, of Los Angeles, ABS western regional secretary 


(right), said each of the 989 athletes would be offered a New Testament in 


his native tongue. 


At left is Dr. William D. Pratt of San Francisco, super- 


intendent of the Northern California Congregational Conference. 
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Arrangements Made for Disciples 


Ecumenical Youth Assembly in Switzerland 


INDIANAPOLIS—Twenty-five Disciples ranging in age from 17 to 30 
will participate in the Ecumenical Youth Assembly at Lausanne, 


Switzerland, July 9-24. 


The Assembly is sponsored by the 
World Council of Churches. The 
United States delegation is limited 
to 160, Canadian 20. 

Other delegates will come from 
Asia, Africa, South America and 
Europe. 

Under the theme, “Jesus Christ, 
the Light of the World,” the as- 
sembly will seek to discover the im- 
pact of this promise on the world, 
Europe and our local churches. 

The discussion will be considered 
in three sections: The European 
Churches in the world situation to- 
day; The task of the churches in 
a changing European situation; The 
renewal, mission and unity of the 
local church. 


Disciples delegates will travel in 
Europe and Britain June 21-August 
11 as one of three separate groups 
of senior highs, college students and 
older youth. 


Flying from New York and pro- 
ceeding by chartered buses, the 
groups will meet with missionaries 
in Brussels. The youth will gain 
firsthand knowledge of Congo from 


the Jean Bokeleale family. Mr. 
Bokeleale, who also is studying in 
Belgium, will represent his 100,000 
fellow Congo churchmen at the 
World Convention. 

In Scotland the tour members will 
participate in this convention also. 
In Paris, Bill Nottingham will take 
the group to relief centers of our 
churches through CIMADE. Con- 
versations with President DeGaulle 
about France’s role in the world 
and as mother of Algeria and other 
African colonies are being arranged 
through the Paris Missionary So- 
ciety. The groups will provide 
voluntary service in work camps at 
Agapee, Italy. 

To be eligible for this tour youth 
must have completed the 10th grade, 
be active church members and 
seriously concerned about their 
responsibility in today’s world. 

Complete cost of the seven weeks 
abroad is $1059 from New York. 
Application blanks for the tour may 
be secured by writing to Charles C. 
Mills, Conductor, European Youth 


Tour, 222 S. Downey Avenue, In- 
dianapolis 7, Ind., before April 15. 





A “FRESHMAN” gets some advice at a recent Disciples “Congressional Din- 

ner” at National City Church. Rep. Charles E. Bennett (D., Fla.), left, who 

is serving his sixth term in the House, and Rep. Paul C. Jones (D., Mo.), 

right, who is “dean” of the Disciples’ Congressional delegation, now in his 

seventh term in Congress, offer their “junior” colleague from Hawaii, Senator 
Oren E. Long, a little friendly advice. 
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More Military Pamphlets 
Causing Church Protests 


Air Force Manual Gives 

Tips on Mixing Drinks 

WASHINGTON, D. C.—The U. S. 
Air Force acknowledged here 
that it has a second training 
manual which advises enlisted 
men on how to mix alcoholic 
drinks. 


Unlike the first, this one comes 
right out with some good recipes for 
potent cocktails, and also conveys 
some practical advice on how to 
keep those who imbibe from getting 
too drunk. 


The manual, a training book for 
mess attendants, has been brought 
to light by Rep. Frank Kowalski 
(D.-Conn.). He also publicized the 
first, a manual for “Airmen Aides” 
who serve as orderlies to generals. 


The training manuals have no 
connection with certain other man- 
uals that also have the Air Force 
in a boiling controversy with church 
groups, a series of “security indoc- 
trination” textbooks that level 
charges of Communist sympathy at 
the National Council of Churches 
and prominent Protestant clergy- 
men. The latter manuals are pre- 
pared by a different section of the 
Air Force. 


Religious and temperance leaders 
sharply criticized the first drink- 
mixing manual, stating that “Amer- 
ica has enough bartenders now, 
without training additional ones at 
taxpayers’ expense” and that it was 
offensive to American parents to see 
compulsory instruction on cocktail 
mixing for men supposedly being 
trained to defend their country. 

They have not yet commented on 
the new manual. 

The first manual avoided giving 
actual instructions in bartending by 
suggesting that students obtain in- 
struction books from distillers of al- 
coholic beverages who would be 
happy to supply them. 

The latest manual does give 
specific bar instructions, but also 
suggests that “subtle control” be 
exercised over drinking parties so 
they don’t get out of hand. 

Rep. Kowalski, who was elected 
to Congress in 1958 after completing 
33 years of service as a colonel in 
the Army, wants the armed ‘forces 
to stop using enlisted men as “serv- 
ants” and to stop offering frivolous 
training courses to men whose duty 
should be more related to military 
defense. 
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The Place to Begin in Religion 


HEN some people think of re- 

ligion they think in terms of 
an institution, an organization of 
people that we call the church. 
When other people think of religion 
they think of a creed or a body of 
beliefs, which they accept or sub- 
scribe to. Others think of religion 
in terms of worship. Some think of 
religion in terms of a body of knowl- 
edge—the law of the Old Testament, 
the life and teachings of Jesus, the 
thoughts and experiences of seers 
down through the centuries. Some 
speak of religion in terms of char- 
acter and conduct. Others speak of 
religion in terms of service, of 
helpfulness to one’s fellowmen. 
Their favorite passages are the Good 
Samaritan and others which empha- 
size this idea. 

All of these are true. Religion 
does express itself through an insti- 
tution, and, in spite of all its weak- 
nesses, the church is still the most 
significant institution in society. 

Religion is basically a faith. It is 
faith that enables a man to endure, 
to carry on. It was not a preacher 
but a psychiatrist who said, “The 
only known cure for fear is faith.” 

Religion is expressed through wor- 
ship. We all need to worship. We 
need it especially in these days. We 
are played upon by so many influ- 
ences and pressures; we have so 
much to do that we all need some 
means by which we can separate 
ourselves from so much activity, put 
ourselves in the presence of God, 
and see life from a divine perspec- 
tive. 

Religion does consist of a body 
of knowledge, a very large and very 
important body of knowledge. Jesus 
referred to Himself as a _ teacher. 
One of the real misfortunes of our 
day is the fact we have more educa- 
tion and more learning than any 
previous generation ever dreamed 
of; yet in many areas we are re- 
ligiously illiterate. 

Religion does consist of character 
and conduct. This was the thing 
about which the prophets literally 
thundered. They condemned any 
form of religion that observed for- 
mal liturgy or pious observances 
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that did not result in honesty, in- 
tegrity and character. It is still one 
of the basic needs of our day. 

Religion also expresses itself in 
forms of service. It has a splendid 
record here. The story of “man’s 
inhumanity to man” is a long and 
bitter one. Prejudice, cruelty, in- 
tolerance, persecution, and exploita- 
tion have created untold suffering 
and hardship. But the story of 
man’s humanity to man is equally 
inspiring. Read the stories of St. 
Francis, or David Livingstone, Wil- 
fred Grenfell, John Woolman, Jane 
Addams, Albert Schweitzer, or a host 
of others. Why did they do what 
they did? Because of their religion. 

These are all important aspects of 
religion. The mere listing of them 
makes one realize how very impor- 
tant they are. Our question is 
“Where do we begin in religion?” 
The place to examine first is our 
own inner attitudes. It is here that 
we either create the background in 
which religion can grow, or which 
cuts it off and defeats it. 

The first attitude is sincerity. Sin- 
cerity is the primary religious virtue. 
Its absence, on the other hand, cuts 
religion at the very root. Jesus was 
compassionate with men’s sins. He 
met those who had done wrong with 
understanding and forgiveness, but 
He hated sham. With the hypo- 
crites his indignation knew no 
bounds. Even such religious acts 
as praying and giving to the poor 
were meaningless unless one was 
sincere. With Jesus this was basic 
and primary. 

We must go beyond sincerity. Un- 
doubtedly there were men who were 
sincere who condemned Copernicus 
and Galileo, men who honestly felt 
that the world was flat. No doubt 
there were men who were sincere 
in participating in the burning of 
witches who honestly felt they were 
doing a service to God. They were 
uninformed or misinformed. That 
is where the need for knowledge 
comes in. Sincerity is not the whole 
issue, but it is basic. Our thought 
is where to begin in religion. If sin- 
cerity is lacking all else is lacking. 
The man who is sincere has the first 
requirement, the cornerstone on 


which a true religious experience 
can be built. 

A second attitude that is necessary 
is humility. We do not mean any 
lack of confidence, any self-effacing, 
timid-soul type of attitude. We mean 
by a humble person someone that 
is teachable and growing, some- 
one who has a true sense of 
need. Henry Churchill King, speak- 
ing as an educator, said, “A teach- 
able humility is the first condition 
of all possible growth.” That is not 
only true of education but of reli- 
gion. There is no one, no matter 
how old or how learned, but what 
he needs to grow. 

The greatest obstacle to religion 
in most people’s lives is not any of 
the grosser sins we commonly think 
of as being evil, it is pride. It sounds 
strange but it’s true that Jesus had 
more trouble with religious people 
than with anyone else. What was 
His problem with the scribes and the 
Pharisees? They observed all the 
religious requirements. It was a 
problem of inner attitudes. They 
were proud, self-satisfied, with no 
sense of need. 

Another attitude which Jesus said 
was essential as a background for a 
real religious expression was 
thoughtfulness of others, or love. In 
fact, He said, “If you are offering a 
gift at the altar and your brother 
hath aught against you, first go be 
reconciled to your brother, then come 
and offer your gift.” Such a solemn 
act as worship must be done against 
a background of thoughtfulness and 
understanding. When this is there 
then worship can be more real. 

We recognize the value of such 
things when we consider their ab- 
sence of their opposites—insincerity 
and hypocrisy, pride and self-satis- 
faction, selfishness and thoughtless- 
ness and all that results, such as 
jealousy and bitterness. Such atti- 
tudes defeat religion at the very be- 
ginning. 

If religion had to begin with a 
certain amount of wealth, brilliance, 
or fame, most of us would be shut 
out, but ‘it doesn’t. It begins with 
attitudes of sincerity, humility, and 
love. These are things that all men 
can attain. 
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Tom Sturdevant’s eyes ques- 
tioned his bride over the morn- 


ing paper. “Now what’s up?” he 
asked indulgently. I’m _begin- 
ning to recognize the symptoms, 
he thought—a certain wrinkle in 
the nose, breakfast totally ig- 
nored and Joan scribbling furi- 
ously on a pad, one leg folded un- 
der her in small-girl fashion, a 
complete study in abstraction. 


Joan came to life instantly. 
“Tom!” she accused. ‘You've 
forgotten! My first time enter- 


taining the Circle, and you ask 
me what’s up! Now let’s see—” 
she wrote  busily—‘that  gor- 
geous salad your mother showed 
me... for twelve .. . the rolls 
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Art by FitzSimmons 


in the oven twenty minutes be- 
fore one , . . the coffee... 

“., . and I have the devotional 
today too—and you know what?” 
Joan’s eyes sparkled. “It’s the 
story of the Good Samaritan, and 
I thought we’d make a sort of 
play out of it, each one taking 
a part and acting it out—the 
priest, the Levite—to make it 
meaningful, you know. .. .” 

“Education 201, first lesson,” 
murmured Tom. Joan was all 
set to be a primary teacher when 
they met. 

“Now Tom, don’t tease—this is 
serious . . . O-o-0-oh!” she wailed 
suddenly. “That family who 
moved next door yesterday—four 





by Laura W. Dailey 


children in that tiny place! I 
cleaned the snow off our walk 
three times and every time out 
they would come to play and 
cover it up again. What will 
those women think of me if that 
happens today? I should think 
any mother would keep... .” 

“Hold on, honey—’ Tom was 
worried. This wasn’t like his 
Joan. Sure this house meant a 
lot to her, and this was her big 
day, but he didn’t like seeing the 
glow fade from her eyes and the 
sweet mouth tighten in irrita- 
tion. Some day their own chil- 
dren would be running about, no 
doubt annoying the neighbors 
too. ... “It isn’t like you to 
worry like this. Why don’t you 
get acquainted with your new 
neighbors this morning?” he fin- 
ished briskly, as he rose to go. 

“Tom!” Joan was_ indignant. 
“If you think I have time to go 
calling with all that salad to 
make and the house to clean be- 
fore one, and maybe the walk to 
sweep at the last minute—” 

“I. know, honey, I know—I 
wasn’t thinking. You just go 
ahead and get ready for that 
party, but everything is sure to 
be so wonderful that not one of 
those women will notice a little 
snow on the sidewalk .. . well, 
off to work!” he ended, dropping 
a kiss on Joan’s head, already 
bent over the list of duties. 

At five that afternoon, Tom 
stopped short at the kitchen 
door, astonished to find a discon- 
solate Joan slumped at the table 
where plates of wilted lettuce 
surrounded a bowl of apparently 
untouched salad. “Why, what’s 
wrong, honey?” he asked. 

“Oh, Tom!” The tears that 
had waited all afternoon flooded 
Tom’s shirt as she rushed to his 
arms. “N-n-n-nobody came!” 
she wailed. ‘N-n-n-nobody!” 

“Now, now, what’s this?” com- 
forted Tom. “Surely Lucy came 
—she’s your best friend—and 
Edna—and, er—Celia?”’ 

“Not one! And not a word, 
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either. They just didn’t come!” 

“Now, honey, don’t worry. It 
doesn’t make that much differ- 
ence—” Tom stopped, knowing 
by Joan’s expression that he had 
put his foot in it again. Women! 
You never knew how they would 
take things. 

“__TDoesn’t make much differ- 
ence!” Joan’s voice was shrill. 
“When I’ve been. disgraced? 
What will the other Circles think 
when we report our attendance 
percentage at the Fellowship 
meeting—zero! And at my 
meeting!” 

“Then something 
pened, hon—” 

“Happened? To all of them?” 
Joan demanded. “To twelve 
women who never miss a meet- 
ing?” Tom acknowledged with 
a doubtful shake of his head that 
it was most improbable. 

A dismal hour later, the phone 
rang. Joan answered. “Yes, of 
course, Celia ... it’s all right... 
naturally you had to go... it’s 
only that—’” her voice wavered 
—“it wasn’t just you, Celia. No- 
body came—nobody at all.” 

Answering Tom’s questioning 
eyes, she reported, “Well, Celia 
did have a good excuse. Her 
neighbor was called away sud- 
denly so she baby-sat all after- 
noon.” 

The phone jangled again. This 
time it was Marge. A passing 
child had been hurt right in 
front of her house. She had 
rushed him to the hospital and 
didn’t even think of the Circle 
till it was all over. ‘Naturally,” 
agreed Joan, relaying the news 
to Tom. By the time the phone 
rang the third time, Joan almost 
knew what it would be—and the 
fourth and fifth times, too. Of 
course she understood—Dot had 
had to take her elderly neighbor 
to the beauty shop when her 
niece failed to show up... no, 
she didn’t blame Mildred at all 
for rushing away when her 
mother called long distance... 
no one could possibly have 
blamed Edna’s neighbor for hav- 
ing her baby that afternoon, a 
week ahead of time, and needing 
help . . . and who could take of- 
fense at Lucy, who substituted 


just hap- 
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at the Blood Bank frequently. 

The telephone finally silent and 
the dishes done, she settled her- 
self into her accustomed place 
beside Tom on the sofa. Tom 
glanced down at her. Her nose 
was wrinkling again. Danger sig- 
nal, thought Tom lovingly but 
with growing concern. She’s go- 
ing to worry herself sick over 
those women. His big hand 
patted her shoulders awkwardly. 

Joan looked up. “It’s all right 
now, Tom,” she said. “I was 
just thinking—about that Good 
Samaritan story—” 

“Now Joan,” Tom spoke firmly 
as one might address a child, 
“stop worrying. It seems to me 
that doing something. . . .” he 
reached clumsily for the right 
words ... “after all, you were 
going to act out the parts and 
make it meaningful, and all those 
women—well, they sort of acted 
out the parts all by themselves, 
didn’t they? Seems to me that’s 
more what the story—” 

“That’s exactly it!” Joan sat 
up straight. “Every one of those 
women was a Good Samaritan— 
except me! And I was busy 
thinking about the salad and the 
rolls and a clever devotional!” 

“Now, now,” protested Tom. 
“It was your job to entertain and 
you were doing your job. You 
know, I’ve never been too hard 
on that priest in the story—he 
probably had his responsibility at 
the church—who knows how 
many people were waiting there 
for him— 

“And that Levite,” he contin- 
ued meditatively, “he was prob- 
ably just an ordinary fellow like 
me—he might have lost his job 
if he hadn’t shown up for work 
—he was doing his duty too—” 

“But the Good Samaritan,”’ in- 
terrupted Joan—‘“probably had 
an important engagement too, 
but he gave it up because some- 
thing more important came up 
... Tom!” Joan jumped to her 
feet excitedly. “All that salad! 
I’ve been thinking of myself and 
that meeting and I never once 
thought of the new family next 
door! I'll bet they would like 
it!” She was gone in a flash. 

Five minutes later she reap- 


peared. “Tom,” she called 
breathlessly. “They haven’t a 
stick of furniture—their van 
didn’t come, and her husband 
isn’t arriving till tomorrow, and 
they haven’t any place for those 
children to sleep—and not a bit 
of heat!” Joan stopped for 
breath, as her eyes began to take 
on what Tom teasingly called her 
“planning look.” “Tom, we have 
those two cots and we don’t 
really need the electric blanket 
tonight . . . and the sofa—will 
sleep two—” 

“Not that ‘darling sofa’ that 
I’m not allowed to put my feet 
on!” Tom mocked, but his eyes 
were serious and loving. He 
needn’t worry about Joanie. The 
glow was back and with it a new 
warmth, and a maturity he 
hadn’t seen before. 

Two mornings later, settled 
down again to quiet life, Tom 
looked over his newspaper and 
smiled. “Well, it’s sorta nice to 
be alone—” he drawled. “Never 
thought my wife would start tak- 
ing roomers—” 


“Tt was fun, wasn’t it?” 
breathed Joan. Suddenly her 
eyes opened wide. ‘Tom,’ she 


announced. ‘“Tonight’s the Fel- 
lowship meeting and I’d almost 
forgotten about it! I must get 
my Circle report made out.” 

“And what, may I inquire, Mrs. 
Sturdevant,” asked Tom solemnly 
—‘is the secretary going to say 
when the Circles report their at- 
tendance?” 

Joan looked at him squarely. 
“I am going to report,” she de- 
claimed, “that the Deborahs 
were present one hundred per 
cent!” 

“Just how,” asked Tom, “are 
you going to justify that in the 
light of the fact that nobody was 
there?” 

“Well,” said Joan, with a 
twinkle, “I shall tell them the 
story of the real live Good Sa- 
maritans, and I just don’t care 
what they think!” 

“Now you're cooking!” ap- 
proved Tom, as he rose to go. 
And that, thought Joan content- 
edly, is just about the highest 
praise any woman can expect 
from a husband! 
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“Where 


Matthew 5:1-2, 17-20; 9:14-17 


For the next three months we 
shall be looking at the teaching 
of Jesus, as portrayed in the 
Sermon on the Mount and in 
various parables. We need to 
keep one thing in mind, and that 
is that Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
was one Person. We may discuss 
his Lordship, his fulfillment of 
Old Testament hopes for a Mes- 
siah and his eternal presence fol- 
lowing the resurrection, as well 
as his function as a_ teacher. 
However, we never want to for- 
get that he was one in being, and 
I doubt seriously if he would 
have considered the different as- 
pects of his life in the functional 
manner that we like to use in 
our times. 

If you read through the whole 
of the material which is classified 
as the Sermon on the Mount you 
will find a succession of parables 
and interpretations, nearly all of 
which have been widely used by 
Christians to help explain the 
nature of the Kingdom which 
our Lord brought into being. 

This was one of the favorite 
methods of teaching and Jesus 
adopted it and became the most 
widely known teacher through 
parables. Yet the two chief 
topics of today’s lesson are not 
parables, but interpretations of 
the religious law under which 
Jesus, the disciples and the rest 
of the hearers were living. 

The one most obvious thing 
about the teaching of Jesus 
which ‘the public would notice 
was that he did not sound like 
the scribes, Pharisees and Sad- 
ducees. Since he did not put 
quite the same interpretation on 
the law and the prophets which 
the teachers of the day gave, it 
was easily inferred that he was 
trying to change things. Then, 
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the Scriptures Speak . . .” 


as now, this would bring opposi- 
tion. 

When any generation, like our 
own, looks about, it can recog- 
nize many changes that have 
taken place within the lifetime 
of individuals still living. How- 
ever, when change in any aspect 
of life is suggested, there is al- 
ways a strong case made by 
someone for the status quo. If 
it was good enough for our 
fathers and mothers, it must of 
necessity be right and good 
enough for us. 

The weakness in the argument 
is ‘that, little by little, original 
profound truth may have been 
adapted to meet existing situa- 
tions. When these conditions no 
longer exist it is a false interpre- 
tation of truth to try to project 
old habits and concepts of the 
truth into the new day. 

This was precisely the situa- 





Teaching Through Precept and Parable 


by the Editor 


tion which faced Jesus. Not only 
did he believe in the law and the 
prophets as much as the people 
round about him, but he knew 
what the law and the prophets 
really had to say. Their message 
was not precisely what the rabbis 
interpreted it to be, by the time 
Jesus came preaching. 

As a matter of fact, the rabbis 
were much more interested in 
seeing that the minute details of 
their interpretation of the law 
and the prophets were kept by 
everyone. The sign of whether 
you were a good person or not 
was the outward routine of reli- 
gious ritual. 

So, Jesus had to say early in 
his ministry: “Think not that I 
have come to abolish the law and 
the prophets; I have come... 
to fulfill them.” (Matthew 5:17.) 
You know that the word “fulfill” 
means to complete or to bring to 
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The Scripture 
Matthew 5:1-2 


9:14-17 


14 Then the disciples of John came 
to him, saying, “Why do we and the 
fast, but your disciples do 
And Jesus said to 
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final 
ment. 
This puts an entirely different 
interpretation on the ministry of 
Jesus from that which the rab- 
bis gave it. They were missing 
the point of what it meant to 
keep the law and the prophecies 
of old. Jesus went so far as to 
say that “not an iota, not a dot, 
will pass from the law until all 
is accomplished.” (Verse 18.) 
The use of these words, iota 
and dot, is interesting, but I 
suppose it is easily understood. 
The KJV said “one jot or 
one tittle.’ The word “jot” is an 
attempt to put into English let- 
ters the name of the Hebrew let- 
ter, “yodh,” the smallest one in 


fruition and accomplish- 


the alphabet. The RSV uses the 
Greek word, iota. The “tittle” 
was a small part of one Hebrew 
letter. The modern version has 
this as “a dot.” 

So, you see how meticulous 
Jesus was in his teaching. Not 
the smallest portion of the He- 
brew law or the teaching of the 
prophets would be eliminated by 
him until all the hopes and aspi- 
rations of the prophets were ac- 
complished. He commended those 
who keep even “the least of 
these commandments.” (Verse 
19.) 

Then Jesus came to the crux 
of the matter when he criticized 
the “righteousness” of the scribes 
and Pharisees. Righteousness, 


Meaning for Today 


“Gosh, I don’t think I can sit 
through another dull hour like 
that!” exclaimed a member of 
the adult class as he filed out 
with his fellow members. 

Many teachers, sincere and 
devoted, are trying to find more 
interesting ways to present their 
lessons. Of course there is no 
easy, pat solution. I have found 
it very helpful to simply suggest 
to such a person that he take 
his New Testament and read 
particularly the Book of Matthew 
to see how the Master Teacher 
presented his material! 

Jesus used just about every 
technique of good _ teaching 
found in our most recent text- 
books on education. Indeed, an 
educator friend of mine once told 
me that he made a study of 
Jesus’ methods and found that 
it was phenomenal how percep- 
tive our Lord was in educational 
psychology! 





Mr. Hadden is minister of Eighth 
Street Christian Church, Green- 
ville, North Carolina. 
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by William J. Hadden, Jr. 


Our teachers should use the 
question-back method of Jesus, 
perhaps more than they do. We 
find that the person who asks 
the question usually has some 
answer in mind when he asks. 
The good teacher seeks to find 
out what is running through his 
student’s mind. Good teaching 
is not merely presenting material 
for a student’s consumption; it is 
the leading of his mind to the 
fullest exploitation of the mate- 
rial. 

Recently I heard someone say, 
“The church is always answer- 
ing questions I never asked!” 
This could never happen if 
teachers (or preachers) were 
more aware of the students’ or 
members’ own thought pattern. 
Teacher, probe the students’ 
minds! 

The second great teaching 
technique we see in Jesus is the 
device of telling a simple story 
to illustrate a great theme. We 
remember that Jesus was talking 
to many illiterates in his day who 


to Jesus, did not consist in the 
cold, ritualistic, outward religion: 
which concerned them. Neither 
did he think this was the con- 
cern of the law and the prophets. 

One example of the problem 
is given in the second portion of 
scripture today. The Disciples 
of John and the Pharisees fasted. 
(Matthew 9:14.) Jesus and his 
disciples did not fast. What was 
wrong? They didn’t know why 
they fasted. They simply did it 
because it was the interpretation 
of the law at the time. With 
two figures of speech Jesus ex- 
plained that this was a time of 
rejoicing and not a time of sor- 
row; therefore, fasting was not 
in order. 


needed the parables, but, strange 
as it may seem, even in our 
sophisticated, literate era, men 
want truth made simple by illus- 
trations, too! 

From the pulpit and lectern our 
people are looking for the most 
concise penetrating analysis of 
their experience. The person who 
can draw truth out of the every- 
day examples of life about him in 
nature and human nature will bea 
popular teacher. 

Modern teacher, take note, too, 
that Jesus always kept his teach- 
ing pertinent. It was timely, it 
was relevant to his hearers’ life. 
When the teacher today plans 
his lesson it should always be 
planned in the context of his stu- 
dents’ own life problems. 

Some of the most brilliant and 
gifted men we have known have 
proved to be the poorest teach- 
ers. They had so much to feed 
their sheep—but left them hun- 
gry! The food was too rich for 
consumption. 

This does not mean that all 
brilliant men are poor teachers, 
not by any means. But the man 
of knowledge must always con- 
sider the needs of his students 
above his own satisfaction in 
hearing his own erudite voice. If 
he levels his guns at his students’ 
interests instead of at his own in- 
terests and concerns he is more 
likely to hit them with a fact! 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: COMMUNICATION 
(Continued from page 5.) 


materials, teacher’s guides, class books, reading 
books, and activity packets—they are prone to re- 
gard the educative process as an enterprise which 
ignores the Book of books. 

Let me say that the process of Christian edu- 
cation may be a human enterprise, like all educa- 
tion, but it finds its purpose and has its rootages 
deep in the Holy Scriptures, and we pray that such 
will always be the case. 

Just as the Bible is the primary sourcebook 
for Christian education, likewise the vitality for 
this discipline is rooted in faith in God. Because 
Christian education is a structured attempt by one 
human being to impose change upon another hu- 
man being, it can be described as a human enter- 
prise. 

However, the art of communicating the Chris- 
tian faith has recognized in the past, and must 
continue to recognize always, that there is a divine 
dimension to the process. Educators strive dili- 
gently to understand their pupils, select the most 
comprehensive and intelligible curriculum mate- 
rials, and create the best possible atmosphere of 
sincere quest in the classroom, as well as give 
guidance to the learning process as it proceeds. 

Christian educators utilize these same proce- 
dures, but recognize constantly that “God moves 
in mysterious ways, His wonders to perform,” 
and that there are times when the results are 
quite different from those goals which the teacher 
had formulated as his purpose. Since I am a 
Trinitarian in my personal theology, I unblush- 
ingly call this the operability of the Holy Spirit. 

I am aware that there is an element of unpre- 
dictability in all of education, but as one who 
stands in the tradition of the Christian faith, I 
prefer to attribute this to be a part of God’s rev- 
elation through history rather than to the capri- 
ciousness of the educative process. 

Christian education then is not a human enter- 
prise, but a divine business because there is divine 
dimension which man does not control. Who is 
there among us who cannot say with the Apostle 
Paul, “I gave, Apollos watered, but God gave the 
growth’’? 

We come now to the final description of Chris- 
tian education as a discipline which I would like 
to set forth. Christian education has always been 
concerned with the harmony of faith and conduct. 
And I think that to all of us this is one of the 
most troublesome problems confronting us who 
affirm faith in a personal God, through Jesus 
Christ. 

Faith has earlier been defined as an intangible 
belief in an invisible God. Such belief may be 
real enough to the believer, although it cannot be 
grasped or handled, computed or measured. How- 
ever, the problem remains to haunt us. 

Does a man enter and remain a member of the 
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Christian community through the affirmation of 
his faith without regard for Christian judgment 
upon his deeds? Paul was unequivocal on this 
point when he wrote to the Romans, saying, “For 
we hold that a man is justified by faith apart from 
works of law.” 

On the other hand, we, with our human judg- 
ments, tend to wonder if there is a committed 
faith present in the life of a person unless it 
manifests itself in his life conduct. Again, we 
can be scriptural and quote from James’s epistle, 
“So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.” 

The dilemma, then, between faith and Christian 
conduct is evident in the New Testament writings, 
and has continued to plague us through the cen- 
turies. Perhaps the apex of the dichotomy can 
best be seen in the New England Calvinism of the 
18th and early 19th centuries when the “willing- 
ness-to-be-damned-for-God’s-sake” theory was the 
logical product of the Edwardian doctrine of “‘sin- 
ners in the hands of an angry God.” 

Horace Bushnell, often referred to as the “fa- 
ther” of modern Christian education, recovered and 
propounded the theory of Christian nurture, a 
more realistic concept of Christian regeneration 
for children, and adults as well. 

It is important to remember that the main- 
stream of Christian education has always been con- 
cerned with the harmony of faith and conduct. 
We must confess our sins and admit that under 
the influence of the American philosophical and 
educational giant, John Dewey, and the so-called 
“progressive” education movement, we have some- 
times emphasized the inculcation of character 
traits through experience to the neglect of em- 
phasis upon relationship between God and man. 

Christian education also became _ strangely 
identified with education for democratic living in 
the period of cultural and naturalistic optimism 
following World War I, and enhanced by accumu- 
lative open-endedness of the progressive educa- 
tional theory. 

However, we need not hang our heads in shame 
completely, for there has always been the 
central concern in the field for retention of the 
balance between the grace-faith relationship and 
human conduct. 

The validity of the insights gained for the learn- 
ing process from Dewey’s instrumentalism remains 
to bless us. Likewise, to us in Christian education, 
the heritage of the liberal spirit of Protestantism 
still serves to enhance the critical and develop- 
mental aspects of our task. 

But the movement known, in a general way, as 
Neo-Orthodoxy has reminded us once again of the 
Biblical foundations for our Christian faith. 
Furthermore, whether Neo-Orthodoxy be regarded 
as a reform movement with liberalism or as a 
counter theological movement, it has granted a 
new liberation to the concept of personal relation- 
ship on the part of man to a personal God. 

(Continued on page 26.) 


THE CHRISTIAN 


STEIN RET 





alae 





= of the Brotherhood 





@ Planning for the 60’s 


Plans for Decade 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—The Chal- 
lenge of the “Church of 1970” was 
put before some 130 Disciple lead- 
ers this past week in two sessions 
of a State Visitation Training Con- 
ference in the first move in the 
Decade of Decision for Christian 
Churches. 

The two meetings, one at Purdue 
University and the other at Indian- 
apolis, were attended. by state offi- 
cials, preparing to lead more than 
1,500 visitors in helping 5,500 local 
churches to plan their Decade pro- 
grams. 

Dr. A. Dale Fiers, chairman of 
the Decade of. Decision Committee, 
keynoted the Indianapolis confer- 
ence reminding the state leaders 
that each local church is responsi- 
ble for its own Decade program 
based on its community potential 
and need. 

“The Council of Agencies has un- 
dertaken to study the over-all pic- 
ture of the Disciples, but the full 
responsibility for the Decade of De- 
cision falls on each local congrega- 
tion,” he declared. 

Formal launching of the Decade 
will be July 1 at which time the 
brotherhood will begin the most 
ambitious program of advance in 
its history. 

Dr. Wilbur Cramblet, chairman of 
the Council of Agencies, reported 
that the five years of preparation 
for this program has led to the most 
complete planning and development 
of tools and materials for use by 
local churches in the history of the 
Disciples. “We hope the local 
church will use them to good ad- 
vantage, but we remind all leader- 
ship that the local churches are the 
focal point of the program.” 


@ Atlanta Anniversary 
One Year Later... 


ATLANTA, GA—First Christian 
Church here recently observed the 
first anniversary of the dedication 
of its new building facilities. 

Since the dedication of the $540,- 
000 project, including furnishings, 
many significant achievements have 
been accomplished, according to 
James W. Sosebee, minister. 

Sunday morning attendance has 
increased by over 40 per cent and 
an evening program of education 
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and worship for the entire family 
has proved highly successful. 

The membership of the church is 
soon expected to reach 1,000. When 
the church moved to its new loca- 
tion there were only 805 resident 
members. The end of the first year 
revealed 115 additions with a cur- 
rent membership of 875. 

The sanctuary will seat 600 per- 
sons and the church school area 
will accommodate as many as 800. 
The amount of building space is 26,- 
000 square feet. 


Shot by Teen-age Hoodlums 


Leo Bishop Recovers 


CuHicaco—Leo K. Bishop, a Disci- 
ple who is a vice-president of the 
National Conference of Christians 
and Jews, has_ recovered from 
wounds received when he was shot 
in a robbery attempt by teen-agers. 

Twenty-four worshipers, all Negro 
members of St. James Methodist 
Church here, responded to a plea 
for blood donors to replenish the 
supply used in the treatment of 
Dr. Bishop. 

E. Jerry Walker, pastor of the 
interracial congregation, made the 
appeal for blood. 

Dr. Bishop, head of the NCCJ’s 
Central Division, has been a fre- 
quent visitor to St. James Church. 
He was shot by a member of a teen- 
age gang of Negro boys and girls 
who tried to rob him and Mrs. 
Bishop as they were returning home 
from a meeting of a neighborhood 
betterment society. 


@ Miss Camilla Bloom 


New Youth Worker 


INDIANAPOLIS—Miss Camilla Jo 
Bloom of Kennewick, Wash., will be 
the special youth worker for 1960-61 
under the department of religious 
education of The United Christian 
Missionary Society. 

She will visit church youth groups 
in a number of states to interpret 
the Christian Youth Fellowship pro- 
gram. According to the depart- 
ment’s plans for scheduling CYF 
representatives, her itinerary will 
be largely west of the Mississippi 
River, starting next fall. 

Associate president of the Inter- 
national CYF, Miss Bloom will par- 
ticipate in the annual commission 
meeting this summer. She is a 
member of the First Christian 
Church of Kennewick, and a leader 
of its CYF. 

She will participate in the Euro- 
pean Youth Tour being held under 
the leadership of United Society per- 
sonnel. While in Europe, Miss 
Bloom will be one of 160 North 
American youth attending the Euro- 
pean Ecumenical Youth Assembly at 
Lausanne, Switzerland. 

Miss Bloom has been secretary 
and president of the Washington 
State CYF. In 1959 she was made 
a member of the National Honor 
Society and the Foreign Student Ex- 
change Committee. 

The CYF representative serves on 
a subsistence salary plus travel ex- 
penses. 


HOTEL 
SEVERIN 





JAMES MOAK, state secretary of Kentucky, speaks to leaders of state or- 

ganizations about plans for launching the Decade of Decision within the 

Christian Churches July 1, 1960. Moak spoke in Indianapolis, Feb. 26. Other 

speakers on the two-day State Training Visitation Conference included, from 

left, Dr. Willard Wickizer, Dr. Wilbur Cramblet, Dr. Gaines M. Cook and 
Dr. A. Dale Fiers. 
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Brotherhood News 





Cleo Purvis Dies 


LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Cleo Purvis, pas- 
tor of Kenwood Christian Church 
here, died suddenly following church 
services on Feb. 28. He was 66 
years old. 

A native of Kentucky, he spent 
47 years in the Christian ministry 
with pastorates in the following 
places: Antioch, Corinth, Crab Or- 
chard, Corbin, Perryville, Junction 
City, Ravenna, Irvine, Leesburg, Old 
Union, Gratz, New Liberty, Wil- 
liamstown, Central City, Morgan, 
Butler, El Bethel, Dover and Min- 
erva, all in Kentucky; Knoxville and 
Jellico, Tenn. 

He attended Johnson Bible Col- 
lege, Transylvania College, and The 
College of the Bible. 

During his 12-year ministry with 
the Kenwood congregation, the 
church increased in membership 
from 50 to 550 members. In his 
honor the church dedicated the new 
education wing last May as the Cleo 
Purvis Education Building. 

He is survived by Mrs. Purvis and 
three daughters, Juanita Purvis 
Shacklett, who was for four years 
assistant editor of children’s mate- 
rials at the Christian Board of Pub- 
lication; Olema Purvis; and Lita 
Purvis Jenkins; two sisters; three 


brothers; and one grandson. 


DR. ROY G. ROSS, general secretary of the National Council of Churches 


From Dallas Center, la. 


DALLAS CENTER, IowA—Mrs. Clay- 
ton P. Shepard, who remained with 
First Christian Church, Cimarron, 
Kan., when Mr. Shepard became as- 
sistant to the director of religious 
affairs in the Civil and Defense 
Mobilization headquarters at Battle 
Creek, Mich., has completed her 
work there. 


Mrs. Shepard will be at their home 
here for a few months and is avail- 
able for services prior to setting up 
the new home in Battle Creek. 





ATTENTION——— 


Is your church providing all 
of its active or contributing 
families with THE CHRISTIAN? 
The Total Family Project is 
being extended for another 
three months, until July 1, 
1960, in order to give more 
churches time to join the 
nearly two hundred which are 
enjoying this experience. 

Write the circulation man- 
ager for further information 
about the extra bonus offer. 














and a Disciple, seated left, meets with leaders of the Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ) in Indianapolis, Feb. 27, concerning continued partici- 
pation of that brotherhood in the National Council. Attending are, from 
left, Virgil Sly, Dr. Ross, A. Dale Fiers, Willard Wickizer and Gaines M. Cook. 
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“I Seldom Correct Him” 


by J. Warren Hastings 


E SAT together in my office 
and talked of his responsibility 
as a parent. 

“I am ever aware of the keen re- 
sponsibility which parenthood brings 
to one but I seldom say anything 
about it. I am by nature quiet and 
thoroughly composed and I believe 
that my son is taking over those 
attributes from me.” 

“T have noticed that you seem to 
have unusually fine fellowship with 
your boy and yet as I recall I have 
never heard either one of you say 
much about the other.” 

“That is the point,” he said to me. 
“I was convinced long years ago by 
my mother’s attitude that the way 
to teach a child was to live the 
truth before him. Not long since, 
a matter arose in sports whereby 
he could gain by being slightly dis- 
honest. We talked the situation 
over and then I merely said, ‘To my 
mind, that would not be cricket.’ I 
was pleased that he had followed 
my lead in the matter.” 

“Have you noticed outstanding 
weaknesses in Johnny’s makeup?” 

“Yes, several,” he replied. “One 
of them was to exaggerate his own 
part in any endeavor. If he had 
gotten a two-base hit, it was always 
the most important hit of the ball 
game. If he had caught a forward 
pass, it had inevitably won the 
game. He seemed to feel that what- 
ever he had done had been the de- 
ciding factor in winning the game.” 

“What did you do about the prob- 
lem?” I inquired of him. 

“The most difficult thing to teach 
a child is perspective. He does not 
have the ability to place matters in 
their correct perspective to the 
whole. He is overcome with the 
first person pronoun I.” 

“IT understand what you mean,” I 
said. 

“I want my boy to succeed and 
to make a go of life. With every 
fiber of my being I yearn for him 
to make the grade. 

“It is toward a balanced concept 
of life that I am always working, 
but deeper down I want him to 
know that life has to be built on 
the principles of honesty, labor, am- 
bition, and justice. I hope and pray 
that I am so living these principles 
before my son that they will be- 
come vital parts of his personality.” 
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Evangelistic Emphasis 
For Third Year... 


The Chain of Prayer 


by Jean Bowles 


For the third consecutive year, 
the Chain of Prayer reaches a 
successful conclusion at _ six 
o’clock this Easter morning. 


During each minute of the 107 
days from Jan. 1 until April 17, 
Christians in 277 churches of the 
United States and Canada are keep- 
ing this prayer vigil. 

Each church participating in this 
brotherhood-wide program sets up 
a 24-hour schedule of continuous 
prayer on a specific date, arranged 
with the Department of Evangelism 
of The United Christian Missionary 
Society. Every day was chosen and 
many duplicate assignments were 
made. 

A deepening spiritual power has 
been experienced by participants. 
This power was transmitted through- 
out congregations which, in turn, 
felt themselves better equipped to 
reach pre-Easter evangelistic goals. 
Regardless of the size of each con- 
gregation, not one person who signed 
up failed to appear at his allotted 
time. 

The Raytown, Mo., Christian 
Church, of which Paul Eugene Ehly 
is minister, designated its choir room 
to be used as a prayer room with 
96 persons participating in 15-min- 
ute periods. A worship center, with 
a Bible and suggestions for medita- 
tion, was provided. 

Thirty-minute intervals, from mid- 
night to midnight, were used by the 
First Christian Church of Fayette- 
ville, N. C. George T. Pippin wrote 
in his prayer instruction sheet to 
the 48 persons who prayed at his 
church, “This step is significant be- 
cause many of us have unintention- 
ally crowded prayer out of our lives. 
We therefore felt there would be no 
finer way to start the new year or 
undergird our program of intensive 
evangelism than with this full day 
of prayer. And we hope that it will 
set the pattern for daily devotions 
in the lives of all who participate.” 

On Jan. 19 at 6:00 P.mM., until the 
same hour on Jan. 20, The First 
Christian Church, Stow, Ohio, used 
its vigil in the Chain of Prayer to 
Officially open its Chapel as a daily 
sanctuary of prayer and meditation. 

Theodore Cord, the minister, re- 
lates, “The response on the part of 
our people was wonderful. We had 
over sixty persons who participated 
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who actually signed the register, 
most of whom were there for at 
least one full hour apiece . . . This 
is the third year we have shared in 
the Chain of Prayer and all evidence 
indicates it is rapidly becoming one 
of our finest traditions.” 

M. D. Wade, pastor of the Salt 
Springs, Florida, Christian Church, 
reports, “A total of 30 took their 
turn and their place in the sanctuary 
of ‘God’s House in the Scrub’... 
Without any doubt at all, the fruits 
of this reverent endeavor will prove 
rich and lasting. Every one of us 
is deeply grateful for this wonderful 
opportunity and experience.” 

The foregoing comments _illus- 
trate the important part the Chain 
of Prayer plays in the spiritual life 
of each participating congregation, 
be the church membership large or 
small. 

Dr. Donald M. Salmon, executive 
secretary of the Department of 
Evangelism of The United Christian 
Missionary Society, states, “We can 
never hope to fulfill our mission as 
a church unless we undergird with 
prayer our concern for winning 
those outside of Christ to member- 
ship in His church.” 


Ministers’ Institute 


CoLuMBIA, Mo.—Speakers at the 
recent Missouri Christian Ministers’ 
Institute here included: Dr. Harold 
Lunger, Dr. Richard Toner and Dr. 
Richard Fagley. 


Brotherhood News 






NEW STAFF MEMBERS at Central 

Christian Church, Orlando, Fila. 

(from left), Edward H. Stewart, Mrs. 

Creighton M. Ashton and Ben E. 
Holroyd. 


3 Staff Additions 


ORLANDO, FLA.—Central Christian 
Church of this city has recently 
called three new staff members. 

Edward H. Stewart, a graduate of 
Westminster Choir College, Prince- 
ton, N. J., is the new minister of 
music and youth. 

Mrs. Creighton M. Ashton is serv- 
ing part time as director of educa- 
tion. Mrs. Ashton, nee Mary Anna 
White, formerly served as editor of 
Vision. 

Ben E. Holroyd, director of mem- 
bership development, is a graduate 
of Hiram College and Columbia 
University and formerly served as a 
missionary. 


“er com 


AN INVESTMENT CERTIFICATE CAMPAIGN is under way at First Christian 

Church, Auburn, Ind., under Board of Church Extension leadership. Planned 

to help underwrite the cost of the church’s building program, leaders of the 

drive are pictured (from left): Odin Memering, minister; Harold R. Watkins, 

Board of Church Extension; Simon'S. Hendricks, program committee chair- 

man; Larry Brandon, construction committee chairman; and Rolland H. 
Sheafor, Board of Church Extension. 
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PUBLICITY PANORAMA was pre- 
sented by the Mass Communications 
Class of Manhattan Bible College, 
Manhattan, Kan., during the week 


of Jan. 10, 1960. The purpose of 
the panorama was to show different 
forms of mass communication and 
booths were set up depicting the 
use of the slide projector, camera, 
radio, television and the written 
word. Pictured is the radio booth. 


German Scholar Speaks 


Fort WortTH, TExaS—Dr. Claus 
Hunno Hunzinger, outstanding Ger- 
man Biblical scholar and archae- 
ologist, spoke here at Brite College 
of the Bible Feb. 23 and 24. 

Dr. Hunzinger is privatdozent at 
the University of Goettingen and 
German member of the _ interna- 
tional team editing the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. 


“Coffee Break” 


For Culver-Stockton 


CANTON, Mo—Joseph Atha, presi- 
dent of Folger Coffee Co., has chal- 
lenged the alumni of Culver-Stock- 
ton College here to better last year’s 
giving which totaled $7,000. 

Noting the progress of alumni 
contributions to Culver-Steckton, 
Mr. Atha has offered to match, dollar 
for dollar, all gifts over last year’s 
$7,000 total, up to $21,000. This will 
make it possible for alumni to triple 
their total giving in one year by 
doubling the previous year’s goal. 
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Chapman Observes 
99th Anniversary 


ORANGE, CALIF.—Superior Court 
Judge John F. Aiso was the speaker 
at the annual Chapman College 99th 
Founders Day Banquet at Disney- 
land Hotel on Mar. 4. Judge Aiso 
is an elder in the Hollywood-Beverly 
Christian Church. 

Lee Bonnell, Chapman alumnus, 
was the master of ceremonies. Mrs. 
Bonnell is better known as Gale 
Storm. 


Big Carillon at TCU 


Fort WortH, TExAS—The largest 
carillon west of the Mississippi River 
will be installed in the tower of 
Texas Christian University’s Robert 
Carr Chapel located on the campus 
here. 

Chancellor M. E. Sadler announced 
that completion is expected before 
Easter. 

The installation will be a gift 
from Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Carr 
of San Angelo. In 1954, they pro- 
vided the funds for the Carr Chapel 
which is the central building of 
TCU’s Religion Center. Carr is a 
member of the TCU trustees and 
chairman of the university’s Devel- 
opment Council. 


Known as the “Carillon Amer- 


icana Bells,” the unusual instrument 
is manufactured by the Schulmer- 
ich Carillons, Inc., of Pennsylvania. 


> 
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Jarvis Master Plan 
Calls for $3,000,000 


HAWKINS, Tex.—The Jarvis Chris- 
tian College board has approved the 
master plan for rebuilding the whole 
campus on its 2,000 acre site located 
here. 

The total enterprise will repre- 
sent a cost of nearly $3,000,000. 


Only three of the buildings now 
on the campus will remain when 
the new campus is built. The long- 
range goal calls for accommoda- 
tions for approximately 600 stu- 
dents and on-campus faculty hous- 
ing. 


DRIVE FOR GYMNASIUM 


The Jarvis Alumni and Ex-stu- 
dents Association has launched a 
Gymnasium Fund Drive for the cur- 
rent school year. A goal of $230,- 
000 has been set with $12,000 ex- 
pected before the end of this school 
year. At a Kick-off banquet several 
alumni and friends in the East 
Texas area pledged a total of $1,780. 

Alumni groups and friends across 
the nation are encouraged to make 
similar and even greater efforts. The 
Alumni Association president, A. L. 
Gholston, stated, “Let our dollars 
work that Jarvis might expand be- 
cause the youngster you save might 
be your own.” 





@ The education unit of Kingsway 
Christian Church, Memphis, Tenn., 
is being built. Members partici- 
pated in the ground breaking serv- 
ices by joining together in pulling 
a road grader. The first unit, now 
under construction, will cost $80,000. 
Allen C. Garner is the minister. 
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TRANSYLVANIA COLLEGE, Lexington, Ky., will again offer its special Sum- 
mer School of Language, specializing this summer on French. Students 
sign a pledge to use only the French language as they attend classes, study, 


live and eat together. 


Dr. Edwin G. Alderson (left), head of the Modern 


Language department at Transylvania, will direct the course. He will 
be assisted by Mrs. Felicie Anderson (right) and other college personnel. 
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Cash for Hiram College 


HiraM, OHIO—Hiram College re- 
cently received $658 from the Gulf 
Oil Corporation which will be used 
to increase faculty salaries. The 
grant was made on the basis of the 
percentage of alumni annual giving 
and the amount expended by the in- 
stitution per pupil for educational 
purposes. 

The Hiram College library also 
recently was awarded $450 by the 
U. S. Steel Foundation for the pur- 
chase of biology research journals. 


Alumni and Homecoming 
At Johnson Bible College 


KIMBERLIN HEIGHTS, TENN.—The 
1960 Alumni and Homecoming of 
Johnson Bible College was held Feb. 
16-18. 

The theme for this annual event 
was: “Missions—The Responsibility 
of the Local Church.” 


Principal speakers included: Ben 
Merold, Sullivan, Ind.; James Mc- 
Kowen, Indianapolis, Ind.; Dean 
Isaiah Moore, Louisville, Ky.; Den- 
nis Fulton, Maryville, Tenn.; John 
Suttenfield, Lynchburg, Va.; Myron 
Taylor, Toledo, Ohio; Harold Noe, 
Charleston, W. Va.; Duke Jones, 


Newnan, Ga.; Joseph Dampier, Milli- 
gan College, Tenn.; Raldo Cook, 
Greensburg, Pa.; and Glenn Bourne, 
Bridgeport, III. 


Bishop Raines Speaks 
At CTS Convocation 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Bishop Rich- 
ard C. Raines, of the Methodist 
Church, gave the second semester 
convocation sermon at _ Christian 
Theological Seminary here on Feb. 2. 

Speaking on the subject, ‘“Ambas- 
sadors for Christ,” the bishop 
likened the minister to an _ inter- 
preter. He pointed out that a good 
interpreter must know the person 
and the language of the one for 
whom he interprets. As he continued 
the minister was pictured as know- 
ing God through Christ and in turn 
making adequate interpretation to 
the people to whom God would 
speak. 


W. D. Hall Speaker 


Fort WortH, TexaS—William D. 
Hall, associate professor of missions 
in Texas’ Christian University’s 
Brite College of the Bible, was the 
principal speaker at a week-end re- 
treat of University of Texas stu- 
dent members of the Disciples Stu- 
dent Fellowship. 

The retreat was held at Camp 
Haygood on Feb. 27-28. The stu- 
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PHILLIPS UNIVERSITY, Enid, Okla., 


served as trustees for more than 20 years each. 





recently honored four men who have 


Pictured (from left) 


President Eugene S. Briggs, who made the presentations; Harvey P. Everest, 
president of Liberty National Bank, Oklahoma City, chairman of the board; 
Errett Newby, Oklahoma City businessman and former registrar of Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma, secretary; A. M. Ehly, Enid,-retired J. C. Penney man- 
ager, vice-president of the board; and John R. Golden, retired minister. 


dents are members of the DSF at 
the University Christian Church in 
Austin. Their theme, “Great Deci- 
sions—1960,” will deal with East- 
West tensions and the role of the 
church in foreign policy decisions. 
The retreat is under the general di- 
rection of John Sayre, Disciples cam- 
pus minister at the University. 
Prof. Hall, who has served as a 
missionary to India, delivered two 
addresses and one sermon. 


Weer 

apsules 

@ Roger N. Carstensen, associate 
professor of Old Testament at 
Phillips University, Enid, Okla., re- 
cently was awarded the doctor of 
philosophy degree in Biblical studies 


from Vanderbilt University, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 


@The Christian Church, Liberty, 
Mo., recently presented 192 volumes 
of religious and historical books to 


the Carl Johann Memorial Library at 
Culver-Stockton College, Canton, 
Mo. Also, Col. and Mrs. Eugene 
Kaczmarek, parents of student 
David Kaczmarek, Mt. Prospect, IIL, 
have made a gift of 110 volumes of 
current fiction. 


@John Aupperle, pre-ministerial 
student at Bethany College, Beth- 
any, W. Va., and youth assistant at 
Bethany Memorial Church, has 
been elected president of the Stu- 
dent Board of Governors. He is also 
president of the college Ministerial 
Association and vice-president of the 
junior class. 


@James N. Rainy, minister of the 
Brightwood Christian Church, Bethel 
Park, Pa., since 1952, has closed his 
ministry there and began Feb. 1 as 
pastor of First Christian Church, 
Beaver, Pa. During his recent pas- 
torate at Brightwood a new $135,000 
sanctuary was erected and 239 mem- 
bers were added. 





God! 


Through the exciting 


tense encounter between Jesus and Judas at the Last Supper; 
share the agony of Simon Peter as he denies Christ three 
times before the cock crows; walk with the disciples in the 
Garden of Gethsemane where Christ is betrayed and taken 
A reverent narrative! ) 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


10W486 
$200 


prisoner. 


Here is a stimulating book that will lead the 
reader to understand the true revelation of 


THE WEEK OF THE CROSS by Will Sessions 
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storytelling of the author witness the 
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CHRISTIAN TEMPLE OF 


CHRIST 
(Disciples), Lubec, Me., recently 
honored its minister, Donald Stock- 
ford, upon the 25th anniversary of 
his ordination. Pictured (from left 
in foreground) are: Mrs. Stockford, 
Mr. Stockford and Harry Johnson, 
chairman of the church board who 
presented the pastor with a silver 
anniversary purse. In the back- 
ground are the Stockfords’ two sons, 
David of Lubec and Donald, a stu- 
dent in Christian Theological Sem- 
inary, Indianapolis, Ind. 


Over 200 Attend 
Oklahoma Ministers’ 
Institute at Enid 


ENID, OKLA.—Over 200 ministers, 
their wives, directors of education 
and students attended the 1960 Okla- 
homa Christian Ministers’ Institute 
held here Jan. 11-14. 

Speakers for the Institute in- 
cluded: Dr. Wayne Greene, pastor 
of First Christian Church, Salem, 
Ore.; Dr. Wilhelm Pauck, professor 
of church history at Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary, New York City; Dr. 
Loren Fisher, professor of Old Testa- 
ment, Graduate Seminary here; Dr. 
Ronald Osborn, dean and professor 
of church history at Christian The- 
ological Seminary, Indianapolis, Ind.; 
and L. Mack Powell, chaplain of the 


Central State Hospital, Norman, 
Okla. 
Lectureships for the Institute 


were financed by Phillips University, 
Laura Field Lectureship of Lawton, 
First Christian Church of Tulsa and 
First Christian Church of Ponca City. 

Charles Livingston, former pastor 
of First Church, Tonkawa, and now 
of Scottsbluff, Neb., was the 1960 
Institute president. 

New officers to provide the 1961 
Institute, which will be held the 
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week of January 10, include Loren 
Ryel, Memorial Church, Tulsa, 
president; Bill Jolly, First Church, 
Norman, vice-president; Bill Masters, 
First Church, Duncan, secretary- 
treasurer; David Reese, Chapel Hill 
Church, Tulsa, publicity; and Don 
Root, Hite Boulevard, Enid, local 
arrangements. 


Board members for the Institute 
are Orval Holt, First Church, Chick- 
asha; Ryland Oliver, First Church, 
Edmond; Richard DeVilliers, First 
Church, Ardmore; Paul Gary, Enid; 
Cecil Denney, Enid; and Henry H. 
Tyler, Northwest Christian, Okla- 
homa City. 


Virginia-Capital Area 
Ministers Assemble 


NATURAL BRIDGE, VA.—The annual 
mid-winter Virginia-Capital Area 
Ministers’ Conference was held here 
Jan. 25-27. About 80 ministers at- 
tended, many accompanied by their 
wives. 

President of the conference was 
Linwood Coleman, minister of First 
Christian Church, West Point, Va. 

Featured on the program was Dr. 
A. T. DeGroot of the department of 
church history at Brite College, 


of the’ Bible, Texas Christian 
University, in Fort Worth. 
Dr. DeGroot used as his theme, 
“A Look at Disciple _  The- 


ology,” with four lectures on the 
following topics: Disciples as Theo- 
logians, Disciples and Ecclesiology, 
Disciples and Christology and The 
Creed That Needs No Revision. Dis- 
cussion followed each lecture. 


On Tuesday evening there was a 
fellowship hour after the regular 
session sponsored by the ministers’ 
wives.—A. GARNETT Day. 





THE OLD AND THE YOUNG joined in the New Year’s Biblethon which was 
held at First Christian Church, Maroa, IIl. 


Jones-Keister Team 
At Indianapolis Church 


INDIANAPOLIS—Hillside Christian 
Church here completed an evange- 
listic program resulting in 58 addi- 
tions. 

The program was led by Medford 
Jones and Miss Dorothy Keister. This 
concentrated effort was planned as 
a prelude to the year, 1960, which 
has been designated as the “Year 
of Decision’ for Hillside. 

Studies are being made to con- 
sider the advisibility of relocation 
in future years, or entering a build- 
ing program in the present inner- 
city location. Ronald W. Smith is 
minister of this congregation. 


102 Additions in 
County Campaign 


BARDSTOWN, Ky.—One hundred and 
two persons united with four Chris- 
tian Churches here in Nelson County 
on Dec. 13. The day climaxed an 
evangelistic program under the di- 
rection of Bayne Driskill, Stillwater, 
Okla. 

Additions were reported for the 
Christian Churches as _ follows: 
Bloomfield, 44; Botland, 18; Chap- 
lin, 2; and Bardstown, 38. 

Ministers and chairmen of the 
evangelistic committees of the 
participating churches were John M. 
Jackson, minister, and Mrs. Paul C. 
Spicer, Bloomfield; Robert P. Kelley, 
minister, and Mrs. E. D. Porter, 
Bardstown; Douglas Donovan, min- 
ister, and Hugh Crume, Botland; 


and Paul Wilson, minister, and Billy 
Hahn, Chaplin. 





Beginning at 1:00 P.M. on Dec. 


31 and continuing for 19 hours and 21 minutes, 42 different readers partici- 
pated. Charles Sheeks, 9 years old, and J. E. Longsdorff, 75 years old, are 
pictured as they took their turns reading in the Biblethon. 
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Interim President 
At William Woods 


FuLToN, Mo.—The board of di- 
rectors of William Woods College 
has named Dean H. Preston James 
as interim president. 

Dean James filled the vacancy 
left by President Tilford T. Swear- 
ingen, who has resigned to become 
executive director of the Christian 
Churches of Texas. 

Dean James assumed this respon- 
sibility March 1, and will continue 
in that office until a new president 
is named by the board of diretors. 
He will continue also as dean of the 
college, a post he has held since 
1956. 

Dr. James’s educational experience 
includes five years as a professor of 
social studies in Georgia and Missis- 
sippi and five years as an instructor 
in high schools in Illinois. 

He received the bachelor’s degree 
from Indiana’s Ball State Teachers’ 
College. His doctorate was con- 
ferred by the University of Illinois. 


C. W. Roll Retires 


From Active Pastorate 


TuURON, KAN.—Carmie W. Roll, 
minister of the Christian Church 
here, retired from the full-time pas- 
torate on Dec. 31. 

He is now living in Hutchinson, 
Kan., at 127 E. 5th Ave. and is 
available for ad interim ministry 
and other special services to local 
churches. 

During his four-year pastorate 
here Mr. Roll served as president of 
the Ministers’ Association, president 
of the Rural Ministers’ Association, 
president of the District Convention 
of Christian Churches and a mem- 
ber of the rural church commission 
of the Kansas Christian Missionary 
Society. 

He was ordained to the Christian 
ministry in 1915 at the Dean Avenue 
Christian Church in Terre Haute, 
Ind. He served as a Christian 
Church minister in Indiana, Iowa 
and Missouri. However, most of his 
pastorates were in Kansas at Abi- 
lene, Macksville, Belleville, Cold- 
water, as well as here. 

For six years he was state evange- 
list with the Kansas Christian Mis- 
sionary Society and held various 
district and state offices. 


Witness for Christ 
Crusade at Seiling 


SEILING, OKLA.—As a _ pre-Christ- 
mas feature First Christian Church 
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here used the Witness for Christ 
Crusade evangelistic program con- 
ducted by Forrest C. Wyman, field 
evangelist for Phillips -University, 
Enid. 

The high school class took a lead- 
ing part during the week of visita- 
tion along with other church school 
classes, 

Robert Hagelbarger is pastor of 
the church and Mrs. Hagelbarger 
teaches the high school group. 

A week of preaching by Mr. 
Wyman followed the visitation pro- 
gram. Fifteen new members were 
added to the church. 


Kansas State CYF 


Commission at McPherson 


McPHERSON, KAN.—The Kansas 
State CYF Commission met here for 
the annual planning session Dec. 
28-30, 1959. 

Stephen Holloway, member of 
First Christian Church here and as- 
sociate president of the Kansas 
CYF, served as presiding officer. 

Lloyd Cox, director of religious 
education for the Kansas Christian 
Missionary Society, convened the 
meeting. Don Clingan, pastor of 
First Church, Lyons, Kan., and chair- 
man of the KCMS Commission of 
Christian Education, directed the 
three days of program planning. 

State CYF officers were elected 
as follows: Judy Anderson, Scott 
City, and Jim Smith, Pittsburg, as- 
sociate presidents; Geraldine Key, 


Great Bend, secretary; Gary W. 
Johnson, Parsons, recreation chair- 
man; Harlan Wells, Hutchinson, 


study chairman; Marie Lee Mc- 
Dougal, Atwood, service chairman; 
Arla May Snodgrass, Highton, en- 
listment; Cheryl Smith, Osawatomie, 
worship; Doug Amen, Great Bend, 
and Nancy Krewson, Kansas City, 
Chi Rho representatives; Barbara 
Charles, Topeka, and Charles W. 
Gerardy, Atchison, UCYM represent- 
atives. 


Brotherhood News 
NEWS CAPSULES 


@ Jack A. Oliver, minister of First 
Christian Church, Cedar Rapids, Ia., 
was the speaker at Christian Chal- 
lenge Week on Phillips University 
campus, Enid, Okla. Mr. Oliver, an 
alumnus of Phillips, used as themes 
for his two series of messages: 
“Conquering Inner Space” and “A 
Closer Walk with God.” 


@ “The Nature of a Christian Uni- 
versity” was the theme of Religious 
Emphasis Week at Texas Christian 
University, Fort Worth, which was 
held Mar. 6-10. Dr. D. Elton, True- 
blood of Earlham College, Rich- 
mond, Ind., was the main speaker. 


@ Climaxing 12 years as associate 
professor of English at Phillips Uni- 
versity, Miss Anne Stewart will upon 
retirement, begin new work next 
September at the American Acad- 
emy for Girls in Uskudar, Turkey. 


@ Members of First Christian 
Church, Temple, Tex., recently sur- 
prised their pastor and his wife, Mr. 
and Mrs. Howard Johnson, with a 
party on their 25th wedding anni- 
versary. The anniversary cake, 
baked in the shape of a Bible, was 
served to over 100 guests. Members 
of the congregation presented the 
Johnsons with a _ sterling silver 
covered serving platter. 


Read the Brotherhood News 
each week in THE CHRISTIAN 





CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 


If you are having periodicals mailed to 
your home address, it is essential that in 
the event residence is changed you notify your 
local postman or post office well in advance 
of your moving day. In addition, you should 
secure a copy of post card form 22S, complete 
the form, clearly indicating the date of your 
change of address. Send it to the Christian 
Board of Publication, Box 179, St. Louis 66, 
Missouri. 





Commemorative Church Plates 


Have your church picture perma- 

nently etched on a plate. Information or 

samples sent—no obligation to buy. 
DAVID’S ART STUDIO 

Box 521 - - - East Liverpool, Ohio 





BEAUTIFUL BIBLE BOUQUET 
12 COLORFUL BLOOMS 
With fern, styrofoam and Information Sheet 
The perfect classroom bouquet—$8.95 Ppd. 
Authentic life-size wood fiber flowers: Onycha, 
Mandrake, Dove’s Dung, Henna, Anemones, etc. 
(With 30-minute program manuscript $10.00 Ppd.) 
Satisfaction guaranteed or money refunded 


THE GATEWAY STUDIOS 
508 W. College Ave. Jacksonville, tlinois 





4 Order your 
S. & M. 
Communion 
Bread 
from 


Christian Board of Publication 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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CONVENTION NEWS 


At last report 1,452 people from 
United States and Canada had reg- 
istered for the World Convention of 
Churches of Christ which will be 
held in Edinburgh, Scotland. The 
number is growing daily. Registra- 
tion fee of $5.00 should be sent to 
H. B. Holloway, 110 South Downey 
Avenue, Indianapolis, Ind. 


First Christian Church, Oklahoma 
City, William H. Alexander, minister, 
is making plans to send one of its 
choir members, Miss Wanda Ken- 
nedy, to the World Convention at 
Edinburgh, Scotland. Miss Kennedy 
will sing a solo on the program. 


Carl Boyd, director of services to 
Disciples of Christ chaplains, has 
arranged for a chaplains’ retreat to 
be held at High Leigh, Hoddesdon, 
Hertfordshire, England, just prior to 
the World Convention of Churches 
of Christ in Edinburgh, Scotland. 
This retreat is for all Christian 
Church chaplains stationed in Great 
Britain and Europe. Following the 
retreat the chaplains will attend the 
World Convention. 


At the request of the Home Mis- 
sions Committee of the _ British 
Churches of Christ (Disciples) the 
World Convention office in New 
York City has been able to arrange 
for three preaching missions of ten 
days each to be held Sept. 4-14. 
Dr. Lin D. Cartwright, editor emer- 
itus of The Christian-Evangelist, 


will hold a mission for the East 
Kilbride church near Glasgow; Prin- 
cipal Arthur Stephenson, Sydney, 
Australia, will be with the Bedling- 
ton church; and Reid Ferguson, 
Denver, Colo., has been assigned to 
the Chester church. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


THE CHURCH’S MINISTRY TO THE HOME- 
BOUND. By Samuel F. Pugh. Department of 
Church Development, United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety. 33 pages. 35c; 3 for $1. (Paper) 

THE WORK OF FAITH. By Spiros Zodhiates. 
oo B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 223 pages. 





MARRIAGE EAST AND WEST. 
Vera Mace. 
pages. $4.50. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE HOLY LIFE. By 


By David and 
Doubleday and Company, Inc. 359 


S50 K. Lehman. Herald Press. 220 pages. 
LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER. By Fred 


D. Gealy. Abingdon Press. 143 pages. $2.50. 

THE MEANING OF DEATH. Edited by Herman 
Feifel. McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc. 351 
pages. No price given. 


THIS 1S GOD'S WORLD. By Mabel A. _Nieder- 
$1.75. 


meyer. The Bethany Press. 94 pages. 
THE SECRET SAYINGS OF JESUS. By Robert 
35 a Doubleday and Company, Inc. 208 pages. 


THE RULE OF GOD. By G. Ernest Wright. 
Doubleday and Company, Inc. 133 pages. $2.95. 

LET WISDOM JUDGE. By Charles Simeon. The 
Inter-Varsity Press. 190 pages. $3. 

THE CHURCH’S MINISTRY TO THE OLDER 
UNMARRIED. By M. D. Hugen. William B. Eerd- 
an bse: Company. 122 pages. $2. (Paper) 

PACA. H. L. Hunt. H. L. Hunt Press, 
1704 Main Street, Dallas, Tex. 185 pages. $0.50 
(Paper). 

NATIONAL MUSIC. By Ralph Vaughan Williams. 
Oxford University Press, Inc. 146 pages. 15 s. in 
United Kingdom; U.S. price not given. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT BASIS OF PACIFISM 
(Revised). By G. H. C. Macgregor. Fellowship 
Publications. 160 pages. $1.25 (Paper). 

CALLED TO MATURITY. By Myron S. Augsburger. 
Herald Press. 132 Pages. $2.50. 





GROWING STEADY. By Verna J. Joiner. The 
Warner Press. 122 pages. $1 (Paper). 

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PULPIT. 
min H. Cain. The Warner Press. 
(Paper). 

FORERUNNERS OF JESUS. By Leroy Waterman. 
ante Library, Inc. 156 pages. Price not 


By Benja- 
112 pages. $1.25 


WHEN TROUBLE COMES. 
Abingdon Press. 128 pages. 

JOHN WESLEY’S THEOLOGY TODAY. By Colin 
W. Williams. Abingdon Press. 252 pages. $4.50. 

BEGGARS IN VELVET. By Carlyle Marney. Abing- 
don Press. 127 pages. $2. 

A BOOK OF EVERYDAY PRAYERS. By William 
Barclay. Harper and Brothers. 128 pages. $2.50. 

MINISTER'S Pog INCOME TAX GUIDE— 
FOR RETURNS ON 1959 INCOME. By Sidney D. 
Rosoff, with the Editors of Pulpit Digest. Harper and 
Brothers. 145 pages. $2 (Paper). 

TRAIN UP A CHILD. By William Barclay. The 
Westminster Press. 288 pages. $4.50. 

BIBLE STORIES RETOLD FOR ADULTS. By 
Dorothy M. Slusser. The Westminster Press. 128 
pages. 

GROUND PLAN OF THE BIBLE. By Otto Weber. 
Translated by “ett Knight. The Westminster Press. 
221 pages. $3.9! 

VARIETIES oF " PROTESTANTISM. By John B. 
a Jr. The Westminster Press. 71 pages. 


By James E. Sellers. 
$2. 


MYSTICAL WRITINGS OF RULMAN MERSWIN. 
Edited and Interpreted by Thomas S. Kepler. The 
Westminster Press. 143 pages. $2.95. 

THE PASTOR AND COMMUNITY RESOURCES. By 
= F. Kemp. The Bethany Press. 96 pages. 


DAVID. 
256 pages. 

MINISTER’S PRAYER BOOK. Edited by John W. 
Doberstein. Muhlenberg Press. 492 pages. $3.75. 

CALM DELIGHT. By Elsie Chamberlain. Double- 
day and Company. 142 pages. 50. 

WINNING WHAT YOU WANT. By J. Clyde 
Wheeler. The Bethany Press. 156 pages. $2.95. 

POINT OF GLAD RETURN. By Lance Webb. 
Abingdon Press. 224 pages. -50. 

A JOURNEY THROUGH THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
By M. A,- Beek. Harper and Brothers. 254 pages. 


WEEK OF THE CROSS. By Will Sessions. The 
Bethany Press. 96 pages. $2. 

THE PIONEER. By K. A. Kuntz. 
Press. 96 pages. $1.75. 

SAINTS ON MAIN STREET. By Peter Day. The 
Seabury Press. 136 pages. $2.50. 


%, Charles Davey. Muhlenberg Press. 


The Bethany 





CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: COMMUNICATION 
(Continued from page 18) 


While I, personally, do not worry about the 
label which may be attached to me, and at the 
same time try always to remember the old adage 
that it is usually unwise to be a faddist, I cannot 
help but be grateful for the neo-liberal spirit in 
theological circles today. Through it some of us 
have gained a new understanding of the disparity 
between Christianity and culture. 

We who stand just inside the door of the Atomic 
Age and on the threshold of the space era are 
called upon to minister to persons who live in a 
world of strange conformities and weird revolu- 
tions. If we believe that God is the author and 
finisher of our life as well as Creator and Sus- 
tainer, we can no longer be content for a Chris- 
tian faith based upon ethical standards and cul- 
tural values. 

The sub-gods of military power, secularistic pro- 
motion and materialistic success are sufficiently 
rampant in today’s world to strangle the very 
lifeblood from a Christianity that is based upon 
any foundation less than personal commitment to 
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Jesus Christ, who died that we might have life, 
and have it more abundantly. From this kind of 
personal faith must evolve our conduct in a chang- 
ing and revolutionary world. 

We, who are privileged to live in this age, can- 
not escape the responsibility of meaningful com- 
munication. The Christian faces each day and 
each hour with the command, “Go... make dis- 


ciples . . . teaching them” burning deep within his 
heart. To this task Christian education is dedi- 
cated. 


Thus, we deal with the variety of persons, a 
diversity of methods, and the variableness of tasks 
which confront us in the process of communica- 
tion. We strive to understand the yearnings and 
anxieties as well as the capacities and comprehen- 
sions of each person; we seek for effective meth- 
ods and resources; and we pray for strength to 
comprehend the tasks which inhere in every learn- 
ing situation. 

It is my sincere hope and earnest prayer that 
we may keep the faith which has nurtured and 
sustained us so well in our own lives that we are 
restless until our attention to communication con- 
sumes our thoughts, our hearts, our spirits, and 
our whole strength. 


THE CHRISTIAN 
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RELAX «ee 


PROOF WANTED 


of the law as much as having 


a tiger by the tail. 


F. P. JONES 
eee 
EGOITIS 


I have a bumptuous ego 
That goes about with me; 
And when I’d be most humble, 
It’s as inflated as can be. 


H. C. B. 


APRIL 15 IS COMING! | 


Personal taxes: The unkindest 
cut of all. 
IVERN BOYETT 


The tax blanks have already 
been complicated far above 
our poor power to add or 
subtract. 


D. O. FLYNN 


April 15: Not only fools and 
their money are soon parted! 


e e e 
FREE ADVERTISING 


The mistake a lot of people 


make when they pray is put- 
ting in too many commericals. 


DAN BENNETT IN “QUOTE.” 
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Successful “GIANT” Y0 - S| NGS 
PASADENA, CALIF.—Bethany Chris- 
tian Church again used the “giant” 


Christmas card idea which last year 
brought the congregation $1,136.65. 

This year a total of $1,259.55 was 
received which will also be applied 
on the church’s indebtedness. 

A “giant” Christmas card was 
placed in the narthex of the 
church. After signing the card, the 
people placed money they would 
have spent on cards and stamps in 


128 favorite hymns, cho- 
ruses to spark youth 
meetings. Low cost: 
pocket size only 39¢ 
each, large size 67¢ each 
in quantity. Spiral bind- 
ing, pages lie flat. At 
book, music stores. 


Praise Book 
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a Christmas love gift envelope and - a 

dropped it into a container by the 

large card. THE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
CIMARRON, KANSAS 

Initiative Membership, 175—Parsonage 
Need full-ti inist 
Why not go out on a limb? Isn't meaeeé tee we § sce 
that where the fruit is?—FRANK Correspond: pavER E. KOEHN 
SCULLY Cimarron, Kansas 











PENSION FUND 


“A.B.” Passbook Savings Accounts 
open to ministers and all employees of 
Christian Churches 


Current Interest... . 4% 
compounded semi-annually 
Write: PENSION FUND OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 
800 Test Building, Indianapolis 4, Ind. 











Vacation 


Church —.. — 


School —suimtaciom 
samples nL 

- CATION CHU nati 
aay Reconmend bythe chung SCHOOL 


Publication Association 
NEW 
WAY 


a : 6 oe 


This bright new box contains copies of all cooperative lesson materials 
on the theme for each age group plus the helpful booklet, The How of 
Vacation Church School, a poster, an invitation postcard, a planning 
chart, attendance card and certificate of recognition and these free mate- 
rials: Vacation Church School Brochure, a listing of visual aids materials, 
a listing of books about the church, an order blank and a copy of this 
Bethany Preview. Order now on the “‘returnable examination” plan. 


e=xa= Christian Board of Publication, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri 
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‘‘You Are What You Read’’ 


Book of Good Advice 


Seeking to Know the Will of God. 
By Hillery C. Rise. The Warner 
Press. 128 pages. $1.25 (P); $2.50 
(C). 


The author of the book is the 
pastor of the Church of God, 
Charleston, W. Va., and is a graduate 
of Anderson College, Anderson, Ind. 

The purpose of the book is to 
help the reader find the will of God, 
which also seems to be the desire 
of most of the people the author 
counseled. Mr. Rice brings this 
help in the form of transcripts of 
his counseling experiences which 
he gives in detail. He deals with 
such areas of life as: Life’s Liv- 
ing, The Child in the Home, God’s 
Will for Man and Maid, God’s Will 
in Tragedy and Sorrow, How to Do 
God’s Will, etc. 

The sincerity of the author is very 
evident, however his skill as a 
counselor is questioned as he does 
most of the talking. It could be 
called a book of good advice. There 
is a chart called Go—Stop in the 
chapter on Man and Maid. It is 
in two columns and designed to 
help one know if he has the right 
mate. Again, one is inclined to 
believe that he makes the knowing 
of God’s will much too easy. 

We commend this book as a good 
example of many ministers who are 
attempting to make their pastoral 
work more effective and are reach- 
ing out for modern helps. It also 
would be valuable to one starting 
to study in the field of counseling 
and also would be helpful for a 
church school teacher.—RosBert T. 
BECK. 


Ministers and Race 


Christians in Racial Crisis. By 
Thomas F. Pettigrew and Ernest 
Q. Campbell. Public Affairs Press, 
419 New Jersey Ave., S. E., Wash- 
ington 3, D. C. 196 pages. $3.50. 


The battle for brotherhood is 
joined. Skirmishes have been won 
and lost. The real fighting lies 
ahead. Christians must prepare for 
it. 

Campbell and Pettigrew, profes- 
sors in Harvard University’s Labo- 
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ratory of Social Relations, believe 
that ministers are potentially the 
most effective agent of social change 
in the South for the decade ahead. 
Hence against the background of 
what really happened in Little Rock 
they have done a thorough study of 
the predicament and behavior of 
the ministers there during the 
crisis. 

The limited degree of leadership 
achieved, the pro-segregation stand 
of the small conservative denomina- 
tions, the three groupings among 
the 26 pro-integration ministers and 
how each group acted, the hostility 
of the laymen and its effect, four- 
teen hypotheses as to how ministers 
will act in racial crises, and a broad 
discussion of the meaning of these 
facts for the Church of Christ in 
America—these are the subjects of 
the seven chapters. Statements of 
the larger denominations on de- 
segregation are given in the ap- 
pendix. 

The book understands ministers 
and what options actually lie be- 
fore them. The writers are souther- 
ners. Forward looking and incisive, 
they are also eminently fair, con- 
structive and Christian. 

The book should be read, dis- 
cussed and kept on the shelf pend- 
ing the time when the battle flares 
in one’s own city—as it surely will. 
—DONALD McGAvraNn 


Youth and Parents 


Principles to Live By (A Bethany 
Graded Youth Book). By Christine 
B. McKenzie. Christian Board of 
Publication. Teacher’s Edition. 143 
pages, $1. Pupil’s Quarterly, 143 
pages, 75c. Class Book, 25c. 


The youth of today are strug- 
gling to find themselves in a world 
filled with confusion, conflicting 
ideals and_ tensions. This study 
course gives those principles by 
which a youth is enabled to find the 
solid foundation needed for the day 
and hour that they live. 

Youth are asking what is right? 
How can I know I am doing right? 
They very much want to do what is 
right. Thoughtful young people 
everywhere are seeking principles on 
which they can base their lives. 


Principles to Live By is a valuable 
resource that brings into balance 
scripture and interpretation on right 
action toward God and our fellow 
man. 

The guide book gives the youth 
an opportunity to again study fa- 
miliar scriptures and stories in a 
new light. He is made to realize 
that he not only must make right 
decisions but he is responsible to 
help the youth who may not have 
had previous Christian training at 
home or in any church. 

The teaching methods used are ef- 
fective in reaching the depth of the 
soul, and answering, Why be good? 
Why be trustworthy? Why be 
responsible? Why should I love? 
and goes even farther in showing 
the youth in his everyday living 
how he may do what he has pur- 
posed in his heart is right. 

This course of study should be 
made available to all young people 
of the nation and in some way the 
parents of these youth should also 
study this same course.—Mrs. JOHN 
C. Faust. 


If You Have Time 


Soul and Circumstance. By Ste- 
phen Berrien Stanton. Richard R. 
Smith, Publisher, Inc. 310 pages. 
$3. 


This is a book of poetic essays, 
sensitive and worth reading if you 
have the time. If you have the 
time, read this book twice or three 
times. I am not sure that the book 
itself is worth four readings, except, 
perhaps after the lapse of ten years, 
but the really important aspect of 
this book is what it makes of its 
reader. It is worth reading, this 
delightful book, if only to savor the 
joy of a truly delightful phrase. In 
style, it has the atmosphere of a 
Walt Whitman with more Emerson 
than is good for a Whitman. 

But Whitman is there, and this 
book recaptures the joy of reading 
for reading’s sake. That is, of 
course, if you have the time. For 
you must take the time to find 
dignity and importance in untimely 
things if this book is to make any- 
thing of its reader.—Gerorce C. 
STUART 
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WHY AND HOW OF MEN’S WORK. A loose- 
leaf manual outlining projects for the church. 
93A391, $ .50 


poe = MR. C.M.F. PRESIDENT! A 


Mr. practical 36-page manual. Sug- 

C. M. F. gests better programs, better 
emcee planning for regular meetings of 
one men’s groups. Explains relation- 

ship of men’s work to causes on 
local, state, national and interde- 
nominational 93A398, 


$ .25 





levels. 


SERIES OF MONTHLY PROGRAMS FOR 
MEN’S MEETINGS. Twelve programs for men’s 
meetings, plus ideas on projects. Plastic spiral-bound. 
93A560, $1.00 


ADULT CLASS HANDBOOK, by Rival ]. Hawkins. 
A handbook on the purpose, program and organiza- 
tion of the adult church school class. 934468, $ .25 


READING FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING, by Glenn 
McRae. A guide to getting the greatest possible 
value from reading the Bible and other Christian 
literature. Good as an elective for three class sessions. 


93A565, $ .50 ea.; $5.00 a doz. 


CHURCH PROGRAM PLANNING GUIDE 1959- 
60. Spiral-bound 160-page book for planning a 
church-year program. Excellent daily reminder and 
desk diary for all church activities. 93A599, $ .75 
(1960-61 edition available May 15) 


CHURCH MEMBERSHIP RECORD BOOK. 
Permanent record of name, address, date, type of 
membership of everyone in church. 93A574, $2.50 


These Books Will Lead Mou to 


More Cfjectiveness in Your 


Church-Work! 








DISCIPLES OF CHRIST IN JAMAICA, by Robert 
F. Nelson. Dramatic narrative of 100 years’ mission 
work in the West Indies, and the obstacles met and 
overcome in ministering to an interracial congrega- 


tion. 934586, cloth, $3.00; 934585, paper, $2.00 


' MAKE A CHRISTIAN CHOICE REGARDING 


ALCOHOL. A two-color pamphlet with statistics 
about liquor consumption and Christian principles 
influencing a choice about drinking. 93A596, $ .75 


a dozen; $5.00 per 100 


SERVICE GIFTS PROJECTS MANUAL. A 32- 
page looseleaf collection of ideas for missionary giving 
and data on missions. Theme Binder. 93A595, $ .50 


SEE AT A GLANCE CALENDAR 1960-61. A 28 
x 34-inch calendar, beginning July 1, 1960, with 
space to write in the activities for each day. Helpful 
in planning for the future and for office use. 93A653, 


$ .30 


FAMILY LIFE PROGRAM for 
Christian Churches, by Richard 
E. Lentz. Six program planning 
articles on phases of family edu- 
cation. By the National Director 
of Family Life for Disciples of 
Christ. Bibliography and list of 
lessons devoted to family life. 
93A551, $ .60 











WORK OF THE CHURCHES THROUGH THE 
UCMS. This colorful, newly revised map shows ex- 


tent of world missionary work. 31” x 42”. 93A567, 
$ 30 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





Confusion 
Editor, The Christian: 


I am greatly enjoying each issue 
of The Christian, and I especially 
appreciate the fact that contrasting 
views are often presented. 

I am a little confused though 
by the issue of December 13. On 
the editorial page is a quotation 
from Thomas Campbell to the effect 
that our opposition to creeds stems 
from their abuse and not from their 
existence as such. In your comment 
on a letter from Gladys Marie 
Prime, you indicate that any writ- 
ten creed would be contrary to the 
historic position of our movement 
and of its pioneers. 

In view of the fact that many of 
our congregations are adopting 
constitutions which contain a state- 
ment of faith, I am particularly 
anxious to know precisely your view 
concerning this question.—ROBERT 
SHANNON, Greenville, Tenn. 


EDITOR’S COMMENT: Our position 
is that Thomas Campbell saw his- 
toric value in the creedal expres- 
sions, but opposed making them a 
test of fellowship. Therefore, we 
believe that any attempt to system- 
atize our understanding of the 
Bible in creedal form has the same 
inherent danger of becoming a test 
of fellowship. Obviously, there is 
great value in putting one’s beliefs 
down in words. But, beware of a 
vote on them! 


Likes 
Editor, The Christian: 


I just finished reading what I 
felt was a very excellent article 
in the January 10 issue of The 
Christian. “The New Face of 
Unity” by Benton Roy Hanan was 
one of the sharpest presentations 
of contemporary problems facing 
the Disciples I have seen for some 
time. I would like very much to 
arrange for reprints of it for dis- 
tribution to our campus centers.— 
RosBert T. HuBer, Indianapolis, Ind. 


Dislikes 


Editor, The Christian: 


I’m wondering if the article, “The 
New Face of Unity,” by Mr. Benton 
Hanan, which appeared in the Jan- 
uary 10 issue of The Christian, is 
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also the magazine’s 
unity. 

If so, such a position is almost 
the opposite of the plea for unity 
that brought our movement into 
being. At one point, Mr. Hanan 
advocates a Protestant’ vatican. 
Shades of Christian liberty! Mr. 
Hanan’s ideology is a natural result 
of his radical inspiration—the writ- 
ings of Dr. Richard Niebuhr. 


In the same issue of The Chris- 
tian, Editor Short’s editorial en- 
titled “Many Hats” is another ex- 
ample of the fondness for radical 
thought. If Mr. Schweitzer can be 
labeled, he is Unitarian. His ego- 
tism in claiming that his “reverence 
for life’ idea would add to Chris- 
tianity what it lacked, should be a 
warning to lovers of New Testa- 
ment Christianity to beware of his 
philosophy.—EarRL__ LL. JENNINGS, 
Oakdale, Ia. 


EpDIToR’s COMMENT: This journal 
prints divergent views which ap- 
pear to be thoughtful and sincere. 
The list includes Mr. Hanan’s new 
face, the editor’s conviction that 
Dr. Schweitzer is by no stretch of 
the imagination a Unitarian, and 
Mr. Jennings’ particular brand of 
New Testament Christiantiy. 


position on 


Place in Collection 
Editor, The Christian: 


Please relay my appreciation to 
two contributors for your January 
24, 1960, edition of The Christian. 
F. E. Davison’s column, Part IV— 
Love, as expected of me as a church 
member, has won a place in my 
collection of quotations. My patience 
was not tried by his prosaic state- 
ments—to the contrary, portions 
have been underscored as “pure 
poetry.” 

“The Church Spire’ reminds me 
of the legend of the golden windows. 
Our treasures are where we recog- 
nize them. In other words, the 
treasures we possess are the ones 
we accept.—Mkrs. J. T. BRIDGES, SR., 
Valdosta, Ga. 


Davison Series 
Editor, The Christian: 


I want to express to you how very 
much I have enjoyed and appre- 
ciated Dr. F. E. Davison’s four won- 
derful articles in answer to the 





—} 


Letters... 


question: What is expected of me 
as a member of the Christian 
Church? (The Christian, Jan. 3, 10, 
17 and 24, 1960). 


I for one would certainly like to 
see these put in tract form. The 
four things discussed by Brother 
Davison would solve most of the 
problems in our congregations and 
prevent further division. These de- 
serve to be circulated in every 
church in our great brotherhood; 
furthermore these are Biblical in 
content.—GeorcE R. REYNOLDS, 
Burkesville, Ky. 


Useful Series 
Editor, The Christian: 


If the four articles by Dr. Davi- 
son on “What Is Expected of Me 
As a Church Member?” are printed 
in pamphlet form the Huntsville 
Christian Church will want fifty to 
one hundred, depending on price. 
I hope we may have them. 

We are enjoying The Christian 
more and more. Especially helpful 
are the articles dealing with the 
Bible School lessons.—J. L. CLark, 
Huntsville, Tex. 


EDITORIAL COMMENT: We have 
heard no report of reprint plans. 
Our offer stands. Any job printer 
is welcome to undertake this. 


Translated Realities 
Editor, The Christian: 


I was interested in reading the 
article “The Modern Prodigal” in 
this week’s copy of The Christian 
(Jan. 31, 1960), especially in rela- 
tion to a new book of sermons that 
I have been reading, entitled, The 
Waiting Father, Sermons on the 
Parables of Jesus, by the German 
theologian, Helmut Thielicke. The 
first two sermons in this great book 
are on the prodigal son. 

What struck me was how close 
these young Americans and this 
learned German thinker were in the 
actual language in which they ex- 
pressed their common understand- 
ing of the famous parable. It 
seemed to me that both represented 
excellent illustrations of how the 
realities of the Bible can and should 
be translated into the language of 
today’s world.—GERALD A. VAN 
DorEN, Edmonds, Wash. 
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Primera Iglesia 
Dedicates Sanctuary 


RosBSTOWN, TEX.—Primera Iglesia 


Cristiana (First Christian Church) 
here dedicated its new sanctuary 
on March 20. 


The date also inaugurated the 
beginning of a two weeks’ revival 
meeting with various ministers 
from the area bringing the ser- 
mons. 

Doroteo Alaniz, pastor of the 
church, recently expressed these 
words of appreciation: 

“When God called us into His 
Kingdom we envisioned to establish 
a church here in Robstown. It 
seemed like uphill work and many 
times discouraging. However, when 
the Disciples of Christ came to our 
rescue and made available $30,000 
through Capital for Kingdom Build- 
ing money, we took heart and went 
forward. The. beautiful sanctuary, 
which your love and generosity pro- 
vided, is nearing completion. 

“We, the members of the Primera 
Iglesia Cristiana in Robstown, wish 
to express our sincere appreciation 
and gratitude for your help and 
encouragement. It will indeed be 
a joy to worship the Lord in a 
beautiful sanctuary that invites to 
worship and inspires to a devoted 
and consecrated life, glorifying our 
Saviour.” 


Tulsa Crusade 


TULSA, OKLA.—A city-wide Chris- 
tian Church Crusade was recently 
completed here by 13 Christian 
Churches which resulted in 523 ad- 
ditions. 

The crusade was under the gen- 
eral direction of Lee Hobert, min- 
ister of First Christian Church, 
Okmulgee, Okla. 

Starting last fall with a School 
of Churchmanship, the Crusade 
featured different weeks in which 
emphasis was placed upon cultiva- 
tion calling, visits for decisions and 
finally climaxed with a week of 
preaching in each church. 

Approximately 900 people at- 
tended the School of Churchman- 
ship, some 1,300 attended a union 
service of the 13 churches which 
featured a 200-voice youth choir. 

Churches participating and addi- 
tions reported include: Chapel Hill 
6, Forty-First Street 31, Harvard 
Avenue 30, Memorial 40, Mohawk 
Park 37, Pine Street 5, Rogers 
Heights 57, Sand Springs 46, Skia- 
took 16, Sheridan Avenue 53, South 
Side 60, Wheeling Avenue 37 and 
Yale Avenue 62. 
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Observes 85 Years 
With Celebration 


HICKSVILLE, OHIO—The Church of 
Christ here was 85 years old on Jan. 
15 and to commemorate the occa- 
sion a special anniversary Sunday 
was observed Jan. 31. 

Charles F. Russell 
ister. 

A basket dinner was served at 
noon followed by an afternoon serv- 
ice with William L. Lower as the 
speaker. Mr. Lower, a Timothy of 


is the min- 


Brotherhood News 


the church here, is the pastor of 
Parkview Church of Christ in Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 

At the evening service Herbert 
Johnson, former minister, was the 
speaker. Mr. Johnson now serves 
the First Church of Christ in Bryan, 
Ohio. Farrell D. Evans, former 
layman in the Hicksville church, 
also of Bryan, taught all the church 
school classes on Sunday morning. 

Throughout the day greetings 
were brought to the congregation 
by church and community leaders. 





A. $100.00 in cash 





cAbingdon ‘Press 


With great pleasure announces that 
sometime within the next several weeks 


the Millionth Copy of 


THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 
will be shipped 


Whoever receives this volume is entitled to receive: 


3. A deluxe bound set of The Interpreter’s Bible 


C. A replacement copy of the Millionth Copy (we want 
the original for permanent display in our library) 


D. The forthcoming 4-volume Interpreter’s Dictionary of 


the Bible (when published) 


If you are in the process of completing your set of 
Tue INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 


—or if you are about to order a complete set-— 
The Millionth Copy could come to you. Please be on the 


alert for the special form inside it and follow the 
instructions it contains! 


cAbingdon 


NEW YORK 


5 “Press 


NASHVILLE 


S 


(415) 3] 





a 
@ 
6 
@ 
9 
test 
v 
a 


Let’s Talk It Over 


LET’S TALK IT OVER 





QUESTION: When in your 
opinion should the baptismal 
services occur? Has there not 
been a tendency toward private 
baptism and away from having 
this ordinance of the church 
during the worship service? 


ANSWER: The tendencies of 
which you speak are no doubt 
a reality. There are of course 
several things that have caused 
those tendencies. 

In church sanctuaries that 
were built before 1925 very 
little thought was given to the 
proper location of the baptistry. 
More often than not the bap- 
tistry was put under the floor 
of the pulpit. 

Our preachers during those 
days had much to say about 
baptism and some of them be- 
came so emphatic on the sub- 
ject that you could hear the 
baptistry boards squeak when 
the speaker stomped his foot. 

One minister friend of mine 
placed the baptistry on the 
stage of the fellowship hall. He 
claimed that baptism was a 
dramatization of becoming a 
new creature and because of 
that the stage was the proper 
place for the baptistry. 

When pulpit furniture has to 
be moved and artificial curtains 
hung before the baptismal serv- 
ice can be held it is easy to see 
why the baptism does not be- 


come a part of the regular Sun- 
day morning worship service. 

I see no reason why, upon 
request of the candidate, the 
baptism service should not be a 
private one. 

During the past quarter of a 
century there have been great 
strides in the architectural 
plans for our sanctuaries. Most 
of these houses of worship have 
exalted the communion table and 
placed it at the center of vision 
and just back of the communion 
table is the baptistry covered 
with beautiful curtains that can 
be quietly opened for the bap- 
tismal service. This provides 
opportunity for the baptism to 
become a part of the total wor- 
ship experience of all who are 
assembled. 

The design of baptism is 
surely to witness to the world 
the newness of life that comes 
through conversion. When bap- 
tism is viewed by a congrega- 
tion of people it should remind 
them of the time when they 
said not only by word of mouth 
but also by action that they in- 
tend to follow Christ—that they 
desire to be buried to the old 
and rise to walk in the newness 
of life. When public baptism 
does that it should strengthen 
the Christian life of all. If the 
baptism is conducted in such a 
way that it becomes a spectacle 
rather than a sacred act it does 
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harm to the witnesses and not 
good. 


Recently I visited a church 
where a new sanctuary had 
been dedicated only a few 
months before. The young 
minister took me over the 
building with great pride and 
pointed out how much thought 
had gone into the planning of 
the baptistry. He mentioned 
the fact that they wanted it so 
that the candidate could come 
in from one direction and go out 
the other. 

I did not tell the minister but 
I did remember that I have 
long advocated that proper 
symbolism called for that very 











“Got the ring?” 








